Die Mercurii 29: Novemb. 1643. 
'T is this dey Ordered by the Commons aſſembled in 
Parliament , that M*. Stephens doe return thanks 
to M*. Mewe for the great pains he took in the Ser- 
men be. preached this day at S*. ets in Welt- 
minſter at the intreaty of the Honſe of Commons, be- 
Flunliation. And it is Ordered 
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Conſidered and bewailed, in 
A SERMON 


© TPM Weſtminſter before the Honourable Houſe of 


. Ohrmons, at the late _ Faſt, Nov.29. 1643. 


\ FO Mevye B.D. Rector of 


"nthe > County of Glowceſttr and one of the Members of 


this preſene Afſembly of DIFVINES, 
Publiſhed by Order of thac Houle. 


Eccins. 45, 
Fw | aoflered all the opprefſions that are wmnder the Sun, and behold: 
a were oppreſſed, andthey had no Consforter , and on 
opprefſors there was power ,but they had uo Comforter, 
4g # rye raed the dead which are already dead, more then the 
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THE HONOURABLE 
' HOUSE | OF COMMONS,  ' © 
now alſembled in Parkamear. - 


reutrend attemting during the 


or "oh of thus ſervice, MOI with 
Þ the ag in- "hand PO 
; mae $0cOmceive that your {ins 


; kindly warmed by 4 better fdiris. 

her yours. or miney and dear 

 Cahomand. 4 farther impreſſion of this 

ar ewfther x 9-2 1.that befedes-the 
ear, there is ( yo know) fo be i ed 1 ſeeing. Pcov.2o.12. 

which..are the. gift-of the Lord, 2+ that 


; rhe ruth oc byes. gold , the filings re 
ne - Joo y gon are willing themiſe ſhould j wage wn ugh 
we takeis-with 6 png es ak ay thas rather , 
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png eld) _ thee 
werl ſure. nog 

V pon your - pus: (Noble Senaters) I appeared, knowing 
that G and. his Vicegerents can-make uſe of mean Infirs 
ments for high imployment},, wwhereof had T not been can 
wvinced , 1: ſhauld bev + fe-Cwith; Jonah) 80 7wy - Con 
goord;, with the deal fn ſtorm ," or ( with Amos) 6; 
avowed my; funition, rather then || peak Ye freely 45 1 eh 
in. the heard-mans language - of tell_this (my ) mothe 
City, that for three! preat 'pverfights; 4nd & Tar, (t 
ſay no worſe nor mare pt, hath « few things againſt he, 
which; 1 com ear im DR Z 6 

4: rf, 

lignants ," yef\t of ſor poi | 
darn ſay they are true to Chrk a4 os ric 

of another $ and 
park loud enough, that either: the IE 
us,” or were-never of us 5 awd FJ, 
ned their braines'," they. make light oft 
nelſe, diſcover it _ r _ or ſorrow in*he few 
4 noon-day; where the fad", aide ping taps, 
—_—_ bn 204 unde arte tithes 
gh 1o-meve whheleſe 
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our preſent: Stare ta a fathll Heſol ation; to mets. with theſe ,' 1 
es nos dnfirmated Fame 8 iEGE oof Fane 
þ 1704 ro e und concluding) that what was done he 
Thirdly, though ſhe have many golden heads, that apprar 
ative in ſubtle Sares; tobe more leaden hearts,and 
(ſetting aſide the any a too few of thoſe that conſe- 
her caſe aright, and lay it to heart : to meet with theſe, 
the laſt part of: my meſſage was to. put\ home: Chriſts counſel! 
tothat Church of Sardis that had-a foot in the grave, yet 
4 Rep there was betwixt death. aud ws, if" we' timely took 
her cordial (viz.) to remember what we have heard and 
received. This (if any thing) would quicken us to give the 
Luds mecting, and thereby prevent the wrath to came. 
Theſe things ( worthy Patriots ) you have heard , and that 
you might the better reform them, and know how to behave 


your {elves i» Goils arg, ry, with his own houſe, 


yu have choſen an Aſſembly of ſuch Counſellors as you and 
all may: -i11:( To' whom I ſhould have thought it he- 
nowr enough for me to bave beena door-keeper) theirpeace- 
able conflitfs and" pious debates want nothing but his Ma- 
Jeſties ears to make them hear well throu the Land, 
being indved 4 precious reſerve, (ſuch as the Lord promiſes 
to leave for 7 ro in the moſt conflicting times , Zeph. 
3-12. who dowbtleſſe will come wp in the Rear, and doe wor- 


thily in Ephrats. 

Former times have made 4 great noiſe about the Church 
# place of Gods worſhip, but theſe later (with Gods bleſ- 
ſung upon your indeavonrs) may produce the power and purity 
of it. 7 pray that our Dread Soveraign may live to ſee 
and ſay of Gods honſe ( as that Emperour did of Roome , In- 
venit lateritiam & reliquit marmoream) he found it thach? 
and over-ropt with Lauds , Wrens, Couſens, &c. but will 
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Houſe of ( emmons. 


ER 


ISAIAH 42: 34,25. 


Who yave Jacob for ſpyil; and Iſrael ta the robbers ? Did 
' notthe Lord, he, 2 4ginf whom-we have ſinned ? For they 
* would not walk in his ways, neither were they Pedicns wnre 


' his Law. 


Therefore he hath powred upon him the fury of hicanger, and 
pofhenelt: and it hath (et hims on anger, 4- 


"fre 
ns Fa: he knew _ and it burne hits Jet. e lajd in-not 
' oy ; r 


SEM Hich words (43 you may-perceive He- 
\ - (0 To A} nourable and beloved) are a text ſo {ad- 
RL Wb ly open'd to; our hand, a Propheſy ſo 
\ABTIANSE clearly fulfilled in our- eyes, that -he 
Li > which Fung may. reade it, 25 an Hand- 
| [4 apon our wals ,;fo 
une he ny wb 
| et graci yo in be- 
* tlie as and che wrath 1ovome. TO 


Ad ——————. 
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ASermon preache at the late Faſt _ 


Luke 4 18. 


T ſhall not need therefore by way of yon a pal. 
ſage rothe words, to lay: th then, what our Sa- 
vicurdidin opens a Propheſy fy 1nthis book, which(af. 
ter reading the wor *) he doſedu again andtold them, 
This day 1s this Scripture ful falfiledin your ears , and they 
all bare 0 witneſſe. Nor:ſhall'1 need by. way of pre- | 
face, to ſay more then the Prophet here doth immedi. 
arely before the Text, foquitken upYour@rention,Vhs 
amon}ſt-you will give ear tothis,who will hearken and hear for 
the timesacome? where: Ne lifts up his voice like'aTrumpet 
ro make way,& then follows ELOGASD SDeclaration' inthe 
words which Thaveread: Who'ttwot Tacob for 4 ſpotl, &c. 

Briefly (ro come in-uporithem . with the t ſpeed 
T may) this whole Sermon of the Propher (beginning 
at he firſt v. of thischapter, and ending art 'the 13. verſe 
of the next ) is 2 Prophecy 10. ſtrangely enterwoven 


with threats and promiſes; that it appears 25 {9 much 
Checker-work of Judgements and. mercies; hear 4littt: 


of the: one, thenas much of the other, with ling upon 
line, _—_— upon mercy , very ſuitable ro his hea- 


| rers, which wemay'\conceiveto have beenamixed num- 


ber, foritiswell known\ that the ſinners.im. Sion, and 
mourners in Sion" in thoſe days were. ſo; blenged -and 
mixr rogetherthar there needed a Divine hand to mart 
—_— art ws p 
r erpart of this chapter we haye the-Lor 
Jeſus exhibired k rw ck moſt eminently Fro with 
m_— ionsendowments that might xy open the 


f the worſt of meng'tor eÞrophe 
cs Nepal OPTINGy als parſe coſe: 


>t jd what he x7 natrelhey oF 
then Pobany, from thar eo og ba 


ng-work ,.rhax he was not to 
| Res ya huh cauſe his-voice.to. wh nk in.che the 
Kreers, y.2, 0 far from railing uproacs or tumults ,- that 
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.he appears not inthe ſtrong wa, or Earthquake, or e,.bur 
ina Rill voice, which ſhould neither, break the: bruiſed 28-19 22- 
Reed,ot uvench the {moaking Flax N33» That ſword which Mar.r0.34. 
he brou he jnto, the world with him, was nor to bee 

drawn, if peace: ſpoken to the. heathen might prevail : his 
meaning is, he would-not by force ofarms drag or drive 
his conquered-number into obedience, this was nor his 
office 5 but 2” the courſe of his office;poſirively;was to 
findeyes and feet: for his followers, orar leaft roknock 
offthe bolts and chaines that they might be ar liberty ro 
follow him freely and faithfully, v. 7. Now if (notwith- 
ſtanding allthis)there ſhould be a perverſe amongſt 
them ofthe ſons of Beliall ; that would refuſe his gentle 
yoak; and break his bands-aſunder , cloſe up their eics 
againſtthelight and fight-it out in the dark, the Lord 
will ſeerhe quarrell of his ſon, (or as he'cals him, ver, tr. 
his CO] AvVedgengs the full upon thar. people , wer. 
13,14. If the Prince of peace were filent , the Lord of Hoſts 
would ſpeak in his cauſe, yeaand fight 200, very ſevere- 
ly ; not onely cry and reare , but deſtroy and devour ar 
once; yea, the longer he held his peace , the lowderhe 
would be when he comes to complain, the farther he 
drew: baek his hand, the deeper would be:rhe wound 
When he comes to ſtrike... LOR ONE 

Which (by.the way)may ſerve as a warning caution 

to that Nation or people (ſuppoſe it be ours) that have 
had more of Chriſts qqenyony then they care for, inore 

- of his proffered Grace then.they are willing ro'accept 
otacknowledge, when God comes to reckon for this, 
though that. Nation were as -neer and dear to him as 
Tacth,ot1{r4el,of whom he-ſpeaks with hononrable men- 
tion; Hof. 1 2-45. one that:was. excellent ar rhe duty 


Wherein we are now imployed ,. reuld weep anal mak ſwup- 
Phcrtion,and by Ka tn oy lng Yx 
- ah | | 5 
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prevai ling party amongſt then were ſtrc Nays, h, to 
trample Fn choſe Newawabie Lube, whic heh Mar- 
| S on -purpoſe'for the advantage of his people; when 
he is thus provoked by's 1s number, he profeſſe; 
openly he will havean holy (though an heavy) handin 
the ruine and-ſpoyt of that people z and when he hath 
done; leaves it with the world to judge,wherher there 
were-not all the reaſon in the world-tor what he did, 
when he gave Tacob tothe ſpoyl, and Iſrael ro the robbers,ghc. 
and thus weare comethrough the context to-the words. 
W hich being very clear and plain, conceive it would 
be time imperunently ſpent to give-accompt- whar In- 
rerpreters ſay of the words, or daſh cheir judgements one 
againfithe other , this (Frake ir) were bur to ſtrike fire 
andlightupa candle art noon-day,ro ſeek for that which 
15 neither hid norloſt; this is no time or place to be luxu- 
riant in Criticiſmes; andas for parts, ifI had nor learned 
that: [</£que confuſa ft: divifis nimia ac nulla?) 1 would 
yoo? divifions,wereit notto prevent confuſion * brief 
refore to help our memories you may caſt up the fu 
ſum-of the words intothele three generall parts. 
. 1; A penalty inflited;lacob,8 Iſracl,giventorthe plun- 
der, &{poyl; the robbers and ſpoylers have i® in Com- 
- miffion underGods hand to plunder him;this is the penal- 
+ &y,and(as we ſhall ſee) a very fad and fhamefull one. 
22+ The canſe alltaged , together with the vindiQive 
y that appears init, ler me putthem.borh-rogether 
x better © dirion-and farisfaction , incaſe ir be de- 
manded, Isthis legall 2. ſhall- nov the Tudge of all the 
world doeright 2 willthe King of Kings leave. ſuch 2 
precedent upon recordto his vice to plunder their 
ownſubjecs 2 to which he :anſwers , there was a caule, 
and there was this cauſe, upon/ which he avouches the 
fa@under his hand, (in words. at length, and notin &- 
«3 Y37 ' 87 gures) | 
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Dial wat the Lord? which with che Hebrew Em- 
ow doubles the Anſwer 4-4 a.) Tdid it, and will juſti> 


3; The chow - required with ar moſt ſerious 
conſideration that may be,as appearspartly by the:quick- 
-preface , wherein the Propher ſummons all choſe 
char haveears to hear , or heartsro con{1der, that they 
would have a cafe of this duty: Panly by way ofexpio- 


bietonctian ing home the negle@ as great delinquen- 
cy, Tet "4g jou Yet he laid it nor 298% ot 


The parts thus ſer, and the words clearenough,, thoſe 
thatare wiſe and judicious may reade-Godsi meaning (in 
thema(as good Textmen can the originallywithour-points, 
butthis'being not every 'ones gift, I ſhall rake leave ro 
condeſcend tothe capaciries ofthe: meaneſt , and point 
yer ea wm We ——_— F. theſe 3. —_— 

I. Txe's <p ſpoy ings 4 Narew is. 4: very 
an ſamefull penalty 


"2: The Dord ſeldome or never 7 FI uhi bus upos great 


ind weighty conj ations. 
dF He takes it very-4ll if rheſebe mas rightly weigene and 


well conſidered. | 
' This fit Truth will 4 11 by thar time we'have _ 
obſerved ir, robe Gods uſu [. 


gures) 


all EPS (when he means 


his rods ſhall ſmart tothe quick) ro brine them in poco 


Suffundere 
andif ſhame*-will ſerye turn and: ſpare-blood , he ſtays -<v«t bay 


there and proceeds no farther. As indulgent parents deal par ap Tertsl. 


uous children thar bluſh-ro hear:of rhe Rod; Apovy. 

hr enough to ſhewir or ſhake ir, or at moſt-to Ame 79) 

ſtick it at their girdles ;- Look how the Father pitieth his 451 71 + wal] 
thildren, (ſo the Lord pititth them that feare him, Pſal. eMaor ig 

103:13. Yer rather then fail of Reformation; he makes ;57,"7%5 
hem(when occaſion ſerves )bluſh, & bleed ar- once. Thus: | 


png with thoſe that dealt <alſly with kim in, the 
B3 Cove-- 


with i 
itis en 


. - 
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"_ 


©: 111 A Sermnont-hreached at the late w- 2 


verſc 23, 


' confu 'of \face, « it u't 


Covenant, he threatens ro:make, chem. greatly aſhamed, 
werſe 17. meaning he would ſtrip them naked when' hes 
ſtrikes them, rheir penaltie was to be aggravated with 
infamiec; tothis prcpelony flndethath pointed a;05th 
isnominious captives or wanton- conquerers, that glo- 
riedas much intheir vaſfellage as jnchule ranſome, nt 
22. This is aptople ſnared in holes, cc, their friends were 


either aſhamed orafraid to, come ar them z They are far 
prey, ( faith the Prophet.) and nope delivereth, for « Jos, 
and none ſaith, Reſtore; an hard caſe, when friends ſhall 
not own each other, whena common calamity ſers them 


. Now when the:Lord deals thus; with a people, be 
would” have you know! by: thar-roken, that he is angry 
indeed; and expects that in their humiliations, beſides 
their ſfighes and tears, they ſhould expreſſe a: ſhame that 
accompanies their-puniſhment as well astheir fin, which 


they were wont in ſuch caſe ro acknowledge, Ter. 3. 24, 


25. Shame hath devoured the labonrs of onr fathers, we lit 
down in our ſhame, and our confuſion covers us z or in caſe 
they did nor ſpeak our, their Miniſters were to-do it for 
them : As Ezravery feelingly, Cap. 9.6.—- 1 bluſh and 


—_— ro lift njr marie eyes 19 thee,0 my God, 2. Why ! 
I merger i «Sui 6%" 4 


lows; belide the ſinne acknowledged, there was 
ſhame rreading uponthe heels of it, vaſe 7. We are deli- 
vered up to the (ſmard, to wr rnb "Ke , and t6:4- ſpoil, andit 

vio | 6-day +: As their finne was 
ſhatnefull, and deſerved a'ſhamefull puniſhment , ſo it 
was a burning ſhame (hethought)char Gods Inheritance 


_ - ſhouldberrob'd, & I'd,cow'd, & conquer'd, by his 


Cround:. 
Ds 


afd theirenemies itmuſt needs be ſoif we examine: 


tlie grounds;androthat purpoſe conſider firſt the parties; 


"3+ Forrhe parties;whether patients,or «gents, fpoil d,or 
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ſyling,God clothes then+both with ſhame;and'if Gods 
Lice be the rule arid meaſure of theſhatnie,” ( as will ap- 
tar) it will 'be hard to ſay forrthe'preſent; which of the 
wy are worſt to paſſe for whilſt Gods anger is ſmoak- 
ing, and both under the fury thereof, ir is not eaſily dif- 
cemed whether he be moreangry with the "rods of Dis fu- 
1y, which 4r6 his efienties , ori rhe People of hiv inrarh, 
Which may Be hisown , Indeed when he hath done'ftri- 
king; it is well known,” but not before,- as we' finde inthe 


to. Chap. of this Pojeres comparitigrhe 5. verſe wirh 
the 12: At che firſt; SaOGagey eems ſtrongeſt rowards 
bis people, bur when he 'hath done'wirt chem, then he 
faces abour, and gives fire upon” his enemies, verſe 16. 
Sothar look how'far Gods angerſmoaks upon ax Nation 
ingenerall, or any perſon in patricular, fo pb-— ara 
ang'the head for ſhame , as'the Lord himſelfe inci- 
mesin the caſe of Miriam, Namb.t2. 14. If her fa- 
ther had bat ſpit-in her face, ſhould ſhe not be aſhamed ſeven 
dayes ? let her be ſhut out from the camp ſeven dayes. Surel 
thas harh the Lord dealt with the dawghrer of his owl 
amongſt us';' he hath nor only ſpirin our face, but caſt the 
excrements6f our Nation, the robbers, & ſpoilers; over 
the ſurfacepf our Land , In which caſe we may take up 
the Prophets complaint, 7er. 14.1, 2,3. Our land mourns, 
the gates thereof langviſh, and are black to the ground, their 
Nobles were aſhamied and confounded, and covertdtheir heads, 
Therruth is,both noble, ignoble,agents, parients,among ſt 
us may well be-aſhamed, the one for being ſo weak as 
not to maintain their own right , the other for being ſo 
powerfull to' do the other' wrong; Pſal; 52.7. That ty- 
rent did biit glory inhis ſhame; thar boaſted how thighty 
hewas to do a miſchief. The v6 rm nptary be aſhamed | 
to deſerve it fo juſtly, rhe oppreſſour for doing irſoin- 
juſtly ,:Divige juſtice frowns on both ROTO 
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of 4 King arethe ſhame of the-ſudject, whether he bez 
favourite; or, malefaour, eſpecially when he is knom 
to have'been both 3-In the mean time God is righteay, 
and will 'not foul his hands with the- fin of cither, but 
glorifies himſelf inthe juſt-deſerved ſhame of both : The 
want ſpoiler drives, 8dregs his captive.in triumph with 
bloudy face, and: bare: feet, nothing to cover his ſhame, 
but hiseye-lids cloſed up,- and his head hung down, to 
think that no lefſe penalty would anſwer his deſens, u 
-. __ good En pous Manritims, Over-powered and ville 
kun. Fmoullyabuſcdby his ſervantand ſuccefſquy Phocas, ſigh 
out his ſhame inthe words of the Pſalmiſt, Inf ct Ds 
mint, &c. Righteous artthou & Lord, cre. But that excu 
ſed not the ingratefull Tyrant, Indignue 5Hle gui facers, 
he:might- be aſhamed-ro deal-{o barbarquſly with one 
that deſerved ir.not of him z as.rhe one was aſhamed t 
know he had deſerved noleſle, ſomightthe orher tod 
ſo much.  Inthe meantime Gods anger {oors them both, 
and their faces gather blackneſſe, ſothatrhe parties; whe 
ther «gents, 0r- patients,yehileit they, are in the ſmotherd 
his diſpleaſure, have a:ſad end. ſhametullrime of it. 
2. + 2,” Confiderthe penalty, and then,therrurh will fur 
Penalty. ther'appear; To be made a prey, and ſpoile, ig the doom: 
of the beaſt , therefore when the Apoſtle would ſham: 
IFRS ceftain graceleſſe mentothe-ful,he calls or compares tht 
rir iis 14 brave beats wadete be deflreged,, 3 Pet. a, 12.2 And 
246% 3uery All men, none more ſenſible of this then holy men ; 54 
| Thorfot an iy 05 Wiſer off plus miſer, &rc, (uch as have been in honout 
ecer.099, (With God, and ſuch honour have all his Saints. Mark thett 
promoting Sg complaininthis caſe, 2/4/:79.1,4 
Te was much that. their dead bodbes; ſhould be beafts men, 
and sbcir blend run down-the chanels , bur that whic 
| theyfele, moſt in this milery, was the ſhame of this F 
nalty, 80 4. We are becomes reproach to onr neigh = 
&J Pp Wis 
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or oa Toon Wer 
we ares bs thunder-ſtroaks, 
bt + fed -ſtroaks, any” judgement heaven would 
hire beck tnore welcome then -to' lie ar :the mercy of 
men;*:lder then tht earth; whoſe tc s, hanis,-and 
hearts were ſeronfire from hell. *No'plaj like that of 
a'plundering enemy,:that delights in warrey)ſo' David 
thought. that” knew chem of old, and in hischoiſe-pre- 
fers'the plague before-them,"2 Sam. 24. 14. Heicould | 
meverthink of them without an imprecation, P{al.78. 30. 
"Rebuke, O Lord, the multitude of ſpearmen, together with the 
_ and cabves of the people, -— Scatter thou. them that de- 
inwarre, When God gathered thele evra net 
edrhem together, he [fp peed the fury of his anger, and 
frog of. battell; andit God will pad him with the 
choife of penalties, he will not conſult ſo much ſhame to 
himſelf and family, asro fall inrotheir hands. Ir grieves 
no pos 0 we child fo) much ro be-fcourged.imme- 
ny the Parent; as. to be:turned off at'the- ſecond 
to a baſe and mercileſſe room ; the plague-ſtroak 
comes from Gods hand,'and here we commonly cry, 
Lordhevemeroyonus; Bur whocan findin his hearr,upon 
his kneegtoaskhis life & liberty at the hands'of a mer- 
cileſſeplunderer 2 or if he do, who can be ſure ro ſpeed, 
thatknows he ſhall loſe his ſuit & breath'together* ſince 
God and their conſciences givethem —_— howcan 
Weexpect tharjfrom ve notreceived? 
©*Bur'of-allf] ing pentltiennono kether of a Civill 
warre': if y malefator muſt die, berrer by any hand then 
hisown;andifa Nationiniaftnceds bleades death, ber- 
ter any do ir, then they of their own-blond-and: bowels, 
fortherc isxmuch of Godsangerand conſequetitly much 
Ivo tuaabiniactrantifeey. —_ withehe 
Aeriterthanitiebyr the-ſtrength of barrell; and | 
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rherefore exprefſes his fury more, inconſecrating their 
brethrens ſwordsto do execution upon-them as ſo maty 
condemned malefaors, Exod. 32:29. To have a mo- 
ther. ſentenced: ta (death by the wanton cruelty [of her 
own children; is:fuch a ſhame and+miſery, as gocsbe- 
yondthe penalty intlie Text;andyet this being our caſe 
it will be worth -our labour ro: pauſe upon it 2 while, and 
makethe truth our own by way of application. _ 
_ | /Thisbeing ſo.thartherobbing-&1ſpoiling:of a Nation 
* is aQivelya fin; and/paſſively athame; this will -concem 
us all; before we paſſe forward, to conftder what we haye 
rodoorfufferinthis caſe: Torhis purpoſe it wil be wonh 
the while to take notice. of this penalty , and: conſider 
theſe robbers, & ſpoilers;as they fal under a twofold:cog- 
nizance; forthey maybe viewed as adouble-faced piect; 
look one'way, and you-fee a beautifyll-face, on the other 
fide a deformed monſter: So if we confider them efficien- 
rer, you apo more (0 -mdg CR = thei _ 
you view them #nſtrumentaliter, ! ſee more oft? 
devill then cirher; and; both theſe wayes we ſhall do 
well to view them for our betterinformation. 
1. © Conliderithem in Gods hand, gathered and bundled 
”  'Ffficienter. upfor hisownends, which are ever highand þoly, vis. 
on his: owneglory,:and his Churchesgood : hers we may 
Phli4ts. callthemfas David doth)the men of Gods band, Þ(al.17: 
<7} 14-for though their will-be their. own, and thar be bad 


=: Me : ME gs _ | 
B = wel ge enough, yet theiripower isGods,andtherefore good ; {0 


renſeri 
pnſrnge 6: 5. that if he.ccommands us:to-kifſe theſe tods;' no childe of 
* wiſdome will refuſe it , if he: command us:to ſpare and 
forgiverheſe, i may, iteuſt-be done ; David was 
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fer, as we ſhall ſeein hgrhentpolny when we come'to 
view theſe rods. in Gods hand, © + 1 
In che meantime we ſhall conſider them as' unlucky. +, 
Inſtruments falnour ofhis hand; and ſuch as; have | Inſtrumen- 
beyond their Commiſhon,,. as an axe or-edge-tool fal--24/;ter, 
ling from a ſhelfe, hath weight and ſharpneſſe; enough 1«#x:wr ver 
inittodoe a miſchicfe without a-guiding atm ſo itis © oo De 
certain , that though rheſe rods can do: nothing beyond. 2,4.5.4.8 c 4. 
rr ang, 2 ond their commiſſion they mayzand ſo 
much the- Lord! Mnſelfe obſerves: of them E/ay 10. 5. | 
You ſhall finde that God had given a large Commiſli- 
onto the Aſſyrian;the rod of his fury , to plunder and 


ſpoilthis people very ſeverely, bur yet with.a puspoſe 
Pepe midibeFphewnepme A ietea people that 2... Ne 
od hath ſome merci- zach. :.r5. 


ſhould truſt in the name of the Lord, God | 
full esro reſerve « number, and ro let the. proud P:2Y-rr-27- 
onquerour know that his Commiſſion was limited un- £6.77 1t 
derpain ofhis diſpleaſure. Hewbeit:( as: God- obſeryes of Zach. ri.4. * 
him;'ver. 77.) he thinks nt: ſo--but-it is in his htart $0 de- qa p 
fro5,and on he goes with this reſolution to'the15.vers Gen.3,.2. 
where the rakes him up-with indignation, Shall » San.13-19. 
the Axe boaſt it ſelfe; or the rod ſhake it {elfe.againſt him /**8©* 19-29: 
that fer gr up # In-doing thus God leaves» them to be 
dealt withall as thoſe that have gone beyond ; Com- 
miſhon;'Eſay 47.6. If they be ſuch ac ſhew no mercy. ,. we 
pw any by that rokenthey are beyond commiſhon, 

awe have leaye'inchis caſe, to (ay; and doe ſomething 
too; andare-toblame if we doe not 5 we are: not in- this 
caſe to conceal our rapes & wrongs as Dina, but to com- 
plain as Thawar, and (though it be with bluſhing) ro ler 
our Father know what foliy(or fury rather) h4th been com- 
mited in Iſrael; yea,toſend our. hue and cry afterthem as _ 
the Levite did rhe: quarters of his ine'thorough 
Allthe Tribes, a dEas , 6 againſt them, ut 


- - #:8ermon preached at the late Faſt, 

leaſt fora juſt hearing of ourcomplaints, 77-20 
re EE This = being an hearing day, I-ſhall make it-my. 
Ot hamiliaris HEXTWOrk fo move you all rhat have ears tO hear, and 
ans  heatts ro confider,androngues tocomplain, tojoyn with 
.me inthis duty" of the: day ,-ro-joyn our humble con 
plajtits; arid'-orderrhem ſo, that God may. know we are, 
ſenfible of our ſufferings, and fins that cauſed then , and 
;n-ſpeciall manner-ir concerns. you (Honourable Seng, 
rots)that-have adouble:intereſt in this duty. , as your: 
_ DD Pla. Gods*:depuries that» muſt hear our:cM@nplaints-with an 
Pal#>7. indeavourtohelp us;-and as youmuſt dis like men, and 
may come to fufter with us; ſuffer your remembrancer 

rodoehis office;and/mind you of:0ur ſpoils, 8&-robberies; 

 - ahdtellyourhar we have beenrob'd of our Gad,8 King, 

Faſtice, 8 Mercies;of all chat madeour Nation glorious; 
havewebeen rob'd;& fpoiled,;and it is aſtandine Miracle: 

thatin theſedreadfulloſſes we havea vail inzhe holy place) 

* > 4tittle reviving in'our 'miſcries::; A-/priviledge which 

, ., -.: God vouchafes his own'\in evilltimes;, te: ſpeak. often 4s 
=.” 2 eehother;which'we ſhall doe well roimprove, that 60d 
4: © * Way hearkew and bear., andia; book of remembrance may bi 
_—___ . «ities of what theenermy hath doneand we bave.tuffe- 
red4; for God records. both when ke affords gays for 

che” garhering'his Jewels rogether;, that hey may ſpech 
dftentocactrorher, andalljoyn to putuptheircomplaints 

{as we ſhall doe) and rellhim— MERGE FI: 4 val 

1, Wehave been robbed af :our God-; or the enemy: 

Rd ofour S$+leaſt hath done : reaſon to: make: us belecve- ſoy 
I _ be thoſe at at-this"day ,. that have,calb 

——* A852 common.- reproachupenthetowns and houſest 

P1419 have-robbed and ſpoiled, hes temp er om 

- they meanttocid/ us of hun with a' word and a blow; 

Down withthem<even 10 theground,/ and then the word 
Wa, HE cuam gone God? An old blaſphemy newly 1& 
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vived, and pry warns as much canſe-to/ belecve itas the 
by etthar- firſt ſpake ir. For-our enemies (proved it 
as ſtrong arguments as his-did,0ur Taberxarles they 
fled, we couldnot:calltham Sanctuaries, for'there was 
no{afery';; ox protectioniinthem ;-eirher for Miniſter or 
ethat wg them for their- lives, the Shepheards be- 
ing {micten, the ſheep have been ſcattered, rhe lampes 
being drowned intheir ;ownidyl , the lights: hid under 
their own bnſhels ; Minifters:and others in their owne 
Chuches where they preacht 74R tr Ts freely.theſe 
ropgs: infolencies gave [the to fuſpe they 
robbed of their:God as we qi rheir goods, 
Briefly: (to omitthoſe Puna reprektic gwherewith 
they cloathedrhem 4rom head: ro-foorthar did: bur ſer 
_ faces heavenward) Piouspeople' were fain privare- 
lyto-ſtea]-.that' communion with their'God ;::wheteof 
| were/publiquely robbed & iled, thets times of 
and men of loudhavingb cnfuchbackfriends 
roall pious and publique duties. 

Next to- hin we have been robbed of our Comman+ 2+ 
derifchief; onethar was valued (in Devidstime) arma- node wo 
ny.regumients, of the vulgar;: Te: thonſands of others, "ONE >» Sau. 18; 13. 
m_—_ Pages breath of "our noſtrils ;/and *$99-21-17- 

ſtruggle for life when this is ſtoprewe 
1ght as +. rm him? = light of our cies/andfhall we 
ra ſuffer that Ignominy owhich Naaſh would-have put 
uponthe men 20H Jebeſbi G/lead') ro chave:our right/eye 1 San,Qx.2. 
thruſt-our Z:4vhich if we doe; itiis ro be feated, the other ? 
will g9&eout for anguiſh,and then farewell government, 
andin ſtead theres enter confuſidn;/ To-be ſure; he's 
called the light of 1ſrael;;;attiding! roche Sumin thefir- R 
manent 2s-leaſt, (to goc no higher) letusrake him ſo, TH 
and: ſurely our lofle hath been af, our caſe ſad , like 
thole ſhipwracke perſons we reade of in Pavls dangerous 
NE 3 | voy- 
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voy: age; wheie the-Sunwas:notſeen/in divers dayes 19 
_gether, and withell no ſmall tempeſt lying upon us; Tf thi 


Sun of ours had been cnly ecliſebes awhile, keepin 
his Chamber wichour:his Bride; we:cduld have | 
our peice, though ;we mighe have; faid as E/ther th 


-Enemy could: not commervaile-the: Kings dammage : Or i 


he had but food fork, © ddtapoey rag) cindreeyr , indifferent be. 
-rween Eaſt arid/Weſt, whileſt the enemies: of Church 


2 King.1o. 10+ 


and State were in chace;and:the great quarret1 dif wn 
berwixteruth and'appeatance; our lo =doubrleiſe 

been lefle: Or if he.could-have. been brought back þ 
thoſe egrets from whenee.he wes: declined from us , out 
ſickStare-mighit:hopedbr long'life, and-ſuddain reow- 


very byithar-good token. However:I beſeech youjla 


him nor ſet in acloud,(ifour prayers and rears can 


it) ler;him hoc bezernedintableed.or darkneſſe, for that 
| boads..s: toribid: diycindeed;' Loſe: bim'{ loſe all lu 


Rob of our 
Jullice. 


Frovf.ts 


14-34. 


this caſt:-whb, an jultly; upbraid our paſſions. 5 If wn) 
churliſh trooper of Day De demand Cs ailes wi 
they did of Acheb when they had robbed him, may not 
we anſwer; our + 9672996 45 hedid his; Tudges 18.24: 
Have | us:of our God, and King, and: doe yet 
ask' what. ailes us *. mock our humiliations 4 have yet 
— CR bread and _ ſcoffe = our: faſting? 
| will have leave to ;\andif earth hear vs 
not, heaveniwill. GAs F3& t ary For29 21 * 729080 
-\We'have beenrob'd of our juftice., the beſt lowerit 
Qur Crown, -ſothe wiſe iman-yalued ir-in his -accompt 
thatit was both Colon & core Reipab: thepillar that 
ſupports, the Crown-thaz adorns the Church and State 
upon theſe/eermes we finde tie commendsirro ns, Prev. 


. 16. 12, Tht throne 5s eftabliſhed b juſtices yea and 46 


Vances It tO, Prov, 14, 34+ 1uftice exalts 4 nation, 
(mark theantitheſis, for it comes up cloſe to the point 
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before the Fonourable Hoaſe of (Commons. 
Jane fn 144 ſbawe i What fin doth he mear'# doubr- 

e oppreſſion, 'the {in moſt ice rojuſtice * this ſn 
is a ſhame to any , ſo that when the ſouldier ſhall 
cut. the- gird/e of authoriry, (as! God threatens;* ſolv# /9 1217-18: 
cingula the loines andſtrengrh' of rhiat Srare miſt 
needs be looſe and infeebled: There's noargumieht more 
cenaintoevidencea fad and decrepir Srate, then to have 
the water-comrſe of juſtice itopr, orthe waters ſotroubled Amos 5.14. 
geo dags thar the thirſt and rhe tafte/are' of 'the 

danger, [Ehis'bath: been'oor-fad' cafe? for many a Ar Sizes 

day; and moneth, and quarter-ſeffions' rogether, where 4x5 und" 3. 


\ 


in moſt: places we have-had'none { or' ſomeas good as ao 


none }/inthe-place of Judicarure, eirher for ſentence, or yref. lnde#. 

afiſtance, info muchtharthe' infoleticies'of the oppreſ- Index injuſtus 

ſorand injuries of the ooo - fave been anſufferable, 72 com em 
y 
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andthe cries have- beeri fo ihany and. loud, that IF there meſes imperi 


yerean *njufh Fudge in heaven, yer the ſad impottumi- '* hnicies. 
ties of his. xr cannar bur oben him arTengrh ;m Pe 
the mean time: we have: been rob'd znd fpoil'd of thar 

which ſhonld right us-in our ſpoils and robberies; © 

We have been robbed of our mercies too; Thoſe 4s 
amongſt the-reſt, which were left us as ſo many golden Rob'd ot our 
Legacies by that Mother 5» our 1ſracl; of ever bleſſed me- Mercis- 
mory, 'upon-- whoſe. Tombe yoa may findethem engra- 

ven, in theſe-golden particulars; Religion reformed,” peace - 

well pron » honaxr at ſea reſtored, rebellion extingwiſht, *a cu tulrus. 
England long andwell governed, Scotlatid” freed from the 473 courey- 
French. Jreland pacifed,” the Nerhetlands ſupported, aid 7, emttet 
Spain awed ; So: that our Nationall mercies'then'con- pus ores 2 | 
curd withiqur juſtice ro exate'our Nation, Prince and \3x<9 fxenr. 
people; then having bur one: hearratid rainde/eonteſted ,,x5 ae, 
mAnothi more ther 2g)-ooottfe buitr oitſer Bpthbtr mit wie Suyn dv - 
taall otic of:howe ron-cheohe Tidey andobetienceon nn 
the Qhey,;: a: friendly 'part\indeed:;”" ['har -was'the = Laert... | 
iv» v | eh When... 
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whenthe ſhephetdcoulddrive/andfold his theep, thi 
.Clothiers carry their -woven Heeces' forehe common 
-good and their private gain, withour fear” of Troopers, 
TR might Miniſters preach the: word with boldneſſe 
A 


and ſtudy thetrurth: wirkourt -interruprion j that haye of 
late been, fain-ro-hide themſelves and their books, and 
gladro eſcape ſo; then might the Husbandman plane 
and plow, ſowe and reap,. and grow honeſtly rich with- 
our danger, whereas now! it is guilt enoughto have any 
goods found. in their houſes ;'glad:rhey have been to 
fling the plough-into the hedge, 'and think ir well to 
- part with-their horſe and harneſſe-upon condition they 
may be favoured ſo far:as nort:to drive and draw wy 
their own goods: O firs{Foiberob'd:and ſpoil'd-of ſuc 
mercies,{ as it is ourſhainefull miſery,ſo ) a juſt requi- 
rallof rheir abuſe, which-God hath rhrearned toa pev- 
ple in our caſe, 2 Chrov. 15. werſ. 6. 7. In theſe times there 
345 no peace to.him that went ont., or ts him that came in, but 
upon all the inbabitants of 'rhe Coun- 


draw more bloud then milk, 
orſorrows moſt, the nurſe 


or ſuckling. This fad Afﬀembly hath heard with- both 


£335 the common voice of out:complaitr, Tha #he ſor 
"er is the harſh put; 10nd ve irs met. favi Ke 
a 4, EY | wW 
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anſwers have. been returned that favour of ſor- 


| incher then anger ;. Not like that ofthe King of 1{- * 98-1 7: 
C, 


nel in Naamans cale, rending his cloathe3, and ſu 1 
4 quarrel, but when he put forth a better paſſion an 


more ſureable tothe plaintiffs” caſe, thar mov'd him for , c;"g.c .,. 


tice in the fiege of Saw4ri4, (at whar time they made 
ating of children by firſt and ſecond courſes ) this 
wrought upon him rather ſadneſſe then wrath, and ac- 
cordingly he anſwers, 1f the Lord help thee not, how can 1 
"rr if the barne-floor, or the _— ? Butthe 
while what ſhall we ſay next 7 Ir is pity to draw roo vi- 
okently ar a fore breaſt, our next work muſt be to lie as 
jet as we. may, untill the Lord opes the eyes of our 
te tO ſee 4 founin ( which we are to hope is at 
hand ) t we ſee it not; In the meane-time wee 
ſhould do wel to 5 Aga render breaſts that have been 
drawn'out to,the full for our ſakes , and togive in our 
diſcharge, as faras inus lies, ( what concerns the great 
countis above us ) bur for our parts we may, and muſt 
give upa free and humble diſcharge, as Saint Paul tothe 
Church at Corinth, 2 Cor. 7. 11. The ſelf ſamething that 
you ſorrowed after a godly ſort, what carefulneſſe it ny 
in J0u, 1g what c ring of your ſelves, &c.- In all theſe 
mngs you have 4- nam your ſelves clear in this matter. 
- Briefly to cloſe up this point, That which concerns 
both Prince and people, Magiſtrate and Miniſter, is 
oeonſider what we havero do, and ſuffer in our ſeverall 
capacities. ' That we have. been rob'd and ſpoil'd, is 
mated on all fides, and the calamiry being common, 
temiſchicf of plundering is made matter of merry diſ- 
courſe. Bur I beſeech yee, Tet us be berter adviſed by the 


Gen, 21.19. 


2 Cor-7. I I* 


Iſai. Cap. 8:11, 13. notto ſay as fomelay, or ,c,,,.. 


ddoasothers'do, bur to /antfific the Lord in our hearts, 
ne wake him our feare, which if we did, we ſhall _ 
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be aſhamed of this,Nationall ſinne, and penalry of ours 

When a captive or-malefactour, comes 40. capet- in his 

clains, -and play withther, he gives his Keepers occaſi 

on to-double the weight of them. I beſeech ye, let theſe 

we have, keep us low; .and lower:yet at the throne of 

grace z/ang as we haye {ent {ſome hue and crie after theſe 

robbers, and ſpoilers, ſoler us ſend up as many ſighes and 

rears , to think-that no lefſe penalty would ſerve our 

turns, then ro..be made the ſcorne of our enemies, and 

the pity ofall-good men. And furelythe Wiſeman war- 

ted not for wildome, and pity, when he ſpeaks of a caſe 

- Fecleſ.4.1,2,3 direly. like ours, and-preters death before it, - Ecclef. 4, 

I,2, 3- So I returned and conſfudered the oppreſiions, and be- 

held the tears:of the oppreſſed, that had no comforter, 6. 

Anhard caſe, when = diſtrefled foul-fhall crie for more 

weight, that he may be rid of his life and burden at once, 

RAY This ſhall-ſuftice for the penalty, which we ſee is very 
Ringuihe uo (ad, and ſhameful, -,/ OTE RTE 

I, '\ From. the; penalty inflicted; we proceed to the cauſe 
Ordin ry. alledged, andthe point thence ariſing;is this: | 

2:Doftrine. '. The Lord ſeldome or never inflicts theſe but upon gred 

and weighty conſiderations... 

.\-Toconceivearight of:theſe, wemuſt know,gthere are 

ſome. ordinary penalties, whereof (as,man makes not, {0) 

God gives.not any ſpeciall accompr, theſe we may call, 

Mala quotidiane incurſions, penalties of courſe , but not 

caulcleſſe ; Qur.juſt;God inflids them, and the juſt man 

may fall into: thers ſeven times a dy, (like gold intothe 

fornace ſeven. times tried.) and ariſe with advantage. 

Thele.come and go de fatto, without any other remark- 

able noteuponthem, befidethe generall rule, and end of 

. ll, (Via)E lory: Ofthis kinde our Saviour ſpeaks, 

Toh. 9.3. when s Diſciples took it for granted, thatthe 

blind man, or his Parents., were extraordinary delin- 

IM. 4 If | quents 
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e denies, and doth not diſtinguiſh, we-are to reſt in Ng 
the-wile mans rule, Eccleſ,9,1,2. 17-14» i) 4 Ecdlel.y.14- 4 
--2, There are extraordinary penalties, wherein God _.,. $ 
zppears, andrakes occaſion to open and expound ſome 7x; adi. © 
kinde of ' fins with ſuitable "ary Jens ;and-then- ex- nary . 


peas we ſhould read our fin.in- our puniſhment ; this T rngeazia bene- 
take 20\be his meaning, when he commands #0 ear the Fc«,ivgertia 
flagitia,ingen. 


od and who hath appointed it , and thar ncither: of theſe 7; [upplicts, 


- 


ſhould be queſtion'd here, he gives aclearand a full ac- Mags. is pre. 


compe of both; r. if being blind(as he complains'they \,7-5 
were,v.18.19.)he doth nor-baffle them in their blindneſs, P5.107.43; 
give:the blowand tart aſtde,bur if they ask who ſmore (5-9-5 E: 
them 7 he tels them plainly,it was the Lords doing; ex- Few bi BH 
preft with the Hebrew emphaſis , which by way ofde- tera /arizut 3 
mand doubles the anſwer(q.d.)/I-did it and wiljuſtifie it. Ny nt 
2. Itthey, would 'know why he ſtands-not upon his jo) 10.2. 4 
royall pedrogative,(which is ſoveraign reaſon) bur gives Ci pus 
them ſarisfying reafon. ſuitable to their own principles, aro, | 
wherein he refers himſelf £0/rtheir conſciences , :if-there cognirpro,, 3 
were not all kindof reaſon for what ;he did;,-and rhiey — = 
ſuffered, there was'a cauſe and there was this cauſe; 1'* youth flee © 7 
their fin- in_groſſe (crowded into the billance bythe p02 Fn 


lump) was the common caule ;and then 2 certain pro- ;, ,.:p.;4. X 
| Yoking fins/in-particulatimoſt-intrinfecally crofle rothe '$ 
covenant) were the ſpeciall cauſe;-ſo that borh-put ro- Y 
her and ſo ſolemnly charg'd upon this people, clear © 4 
truth propounded , That when God- inflicts ſuch ex- + 


tmdedinary penalties! ( as they then, and! we now grone 4 
D2 under) by” 
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under} he is very willing we ſhould (not gueſſe ar ad. 
venture; but) know for certain that he is neceſlitared tg 

ro doe this; and ſo he'rels them , ler: 5.7. How ſhall 

pardon” thee for this * (q.4;) Set me ina way how it may 

, . bedone withthe ſafety of mine honour, and commani 
ns, me, if not,excuſe me if I ſtrike home for this. Nowby 
ud arerrore that time this 'is ſeen andacknowledged, we are paſt the 
—_— hardeſt propofitions of agreement ; and'he cals us to4 
6. 5c-m.8;, Treaty apontheſe termes, Amos 4.Tels his people there 
| what he had done; and they-had ſ{uffered,v.10, 1 1.He was 
<a fain ro deal withthem as 46/alon with 7oab , that could 
not get 'ſpeechwith him, till he fired his corn: ſo he dealt 

alſo with theſe in the: rext , fired thew round about : 
the cauſe was apoſtaſy and obſtinacy. They had ſtarted 
off from their God ; -and would not return upon ſum- 
mons, therefore he wils them to conſider where the dif- 
ference lay, and mind it; or he/would /proceed fron one 
# penalty ro-another, untill they give him a meeting to 
= Soil ft fot the purpoſe: ſomething he ha 9. a ver.10,11. butthat 
”  Pbcacetur pe- WAS natal, Some more dreadfull penalty there was be- 


: wrenian azz: hind, which helcaves'a blank for, inthe 12. ver. Thi 


ne-inferer 4%* 7 will doc---he ſaith not what , bur ler them ſuſpect the 
Foe Os worſt, if they prepare wot to meet the Lord. 2 
” Informaj- This beingfo, there isyet hope in Iſrael concerning thy, | 
Lan EF, 10.2, thereis yet ſome life irourcaſe, « fep at leaf 
ho ', betwixrusand death, there'is ſpace enough for me 
tocomeand warn,if grace foreſee. and prevent the w 
to come, ſo that before we come to. the laſt and great 
duty of conſideration, we have by way of inference 4 
ewofold Information ;/:which I ſhall commend to you 
ell h ipoiles a- e Wi - 
for ever ial $. ies 
is willing we ſhould | conſider what. ſins of all 
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FR agree by know retain; thar lebes Jacob or , 
Iſrael as then, nor os Ireland now,are rob'd and G0 (mites 
id by fatall neceſſity, by any malignant) influence of nervithour 

* ſtars, or 7. gs of the planers;/('as ſome char *** 
have nothing elſe ro ſay, or do,would amuſe the world 
withall ) 'No verily, our Church and Stare have thoſe $7 oni- 
M3 ahoſe dure (and O thar we were ſowi/eto ger above xc OP wt 
) thoſe ſtars, I'fay; thar have fought yn their order 


againſt us, and without which God uſes norro fi he with Deus borusde 
ſho, ſaruns de 


$. the Sun ſhines narurall bur iseclipſed accidentally, /<mre 
ſoGod loves his own nely! our of: ry ppt cling afro " 
tion, bur his frowns are forced, and his troaKS are con- J<r-7.19; 
ftrained, (like fire our of the flint y not without pro- on 
vocations , nothing can anger him bur fin that figbts-a- Fe Gr: 
[104 fog will, nor anyt chin ing pleaſe him again till he N=-Oc2-6- 
iswill of it x0 this purpoſe hemuſt and will ſmice; 

that iscerrain, but never Li ae «cauſe,'/- h 
i, rell of er forevery cauſe: He-is not ſo hot in the 2: 

is Covenant , thatevery finfull 'unkindneſle ar by way 
d kindle himintoa flaming pathon,” and make him ;,* 4, exaxrov 
P's the fury of his anger, and ſtrength of bartle up- #66 y diner 
.No,no, it is granted onall hands (not only 1" enet” 
”_ who are here humbled under his mighty hand, bur ym. ;:. 
evenby thoſe thatare blaſpheming his namein the camp) /<-39-14- 


thar redo en hath cauſe enough ro/beangry;or if it were de- 
reat Aſſembly his grand Jury of our king- DR 


| cup 7p bils hype bh rhefilerore Og usz 


lo many that ir is thought they will nor all 


es 4 d home untillthe Judge ofall the world come 


ge himfelfe, In the mean'time' we-arerhere: this 
Lord;to doe him right nan 57 nee 
the cauſe. ':2 


ſc ler usbe free wail ri ar you. 
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x. "Doe this Sirs,6rthere-is 'nothing 'done' in the. wy 
Acknowledge -of reconcihation.: I hope-there are none here ſo mil 
thecaule. ,.conceited -of our: Narion in igenerall ;-or themſelves jn 
- particular; to ſay orthink; that God might-have: beug 
tpared-this/ bloodtliat hath been {pilt.amongſt us, & 


that it might have:beenſhed more juſtly elſewhere, 
of thoſe that ſtand inthe)gaprthis; day (ro pray, and 


: 
T 


perſecutions, :abour. go. years fince, our - Nation- then 
was in the firſt heats 'of its loye ; .and;it was pity then, 
tharChriſts:Limbs(that fellinto ſo, bard a time) ſhould 
be ſo butchered, and Bonneted as they were, weltringi 

_ theirblood: thar was # time of love, and for. the eleds 
ſlakethoſe bloody days were ſhortned. So again * intix 
year 88. Our Nation-was unanimouſly agreed , Prin 

\ and people both, upon a. courſe of! reformarion,to purge 
out the Romiſh poyſon from- the Church and wor 
rheSpaniſh leaven our of the State, 8 then: it was thought 
pityrhar thoſePirars,and robbers(thar brought a floating 

. Vand by Sea, ro over-power ours by 'land): ſhould, have 
theirwill ofus; char deſign was blaſted ;.and we in yi 
ſpared for thattime: /$o/ again, inthe beginning of our 
lateSoveraigns days,both King and Parliament were 
only ſtrongly united inghemſelves;;bur. were upon tif 
workofuniting'chres kingdomes into; 0n8:1; $0: make 
x ſhould;burn- thoſe bands; ar. the fill 

| thete were;ganſe cnough 
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yer "wes.nok.ithis cauſe; bur: now ovr ſihs com- 
ng to thoſe bounds' where God bids:ftavd, and:like- 
ws ing. ſea' daſhes againſt rhoſe 'white: rocks of; our. 
ome, which: are ſer to keep it off, it.is now»ar. that” 
htide,and fo-0ur-of meaſure bverſwoln;rhatir is £00; 
_ for; the, Larid to'bear it; or God to forbear it ;, 10 
thatthe leaſt we can doe is to take unto'us words and AC- 
knowledge the cauſe..Dan,g.7,8; : | 
»;Nar only'{9;þmteccatps the Peualty too ,, Lowits 26.41% : | 
Nbethis allo , or; we: have bur dallied- in allour humi# acc; the pe-+ 
lations, -itis. in vain to pretend: fackcloth-and aſhes, if naly. 
we cloath nor. our felves with ſhame ,, -lay our hands |5/-204" 
-mouches,\and our mouthes inthe:duft, and ſigh. 
our condition inthe Churches words;' Mirks' 7.94 Fill Mich-7.9910- 
beare the 3ndignation of the Lord, becauſe 1 fan one 
againſt him , Now by that time this is: done feelin 
and aithfully,thea wethall have leavero.:throw: off our 
1-4 OBpweryaens them upon:the back of rhe 
the ſcarlet whore, as 1s intimated in the nexr ver. 9g, Then 
ſherhat'is mine enemy ſball ſeeit , and ſhame ſhall cover her 
which-ſaid unto me Y#here is now the Lord thy God ? © mine 
#05 ſhall behold her when the ſhall þerrodden/ hs: like the 
mire 4p Ma ireers.: Fn the/ mean-time;ir/is a {ad caſe; I 
confeſſe ro:be-rob'd and ſpoil'd. Bur is it not a heavy 
aleto-rob. cir God * Whobegan firſt 2: God agknow- 
| whathehath done:in rhe: caſe ;/ amd why 
hath done;ir; yer.che proud 'finner: being: "tharged: in . 
thiseaſe;boldly:demes, Mal. 3. 8.: and when convinced, 
+7 wer Row eeaſe, Ver.T3. chinks he hath hard meaſure: 
—— be any of that temper amongſt 
25 pls ſhall (deny iſh: we-are comero acquir 
wala reg fon orkayey, humility this: juſt de- 
lervedpenatty. -Ir-is acis = flare todelivipeank ed; bur ir is 
un rodeſerue ity Iris a fad caſe ro have ſuch as 7b 


yo 


Y s 


| ſpeaks of; ſuch ſtriplings as we would have been loath 
Job 30.1,2- tro.ſet with the ant Pl flock; (forthey were uſefull 
3-454. creatures, but theſe the burden of the earth, and vile 
then the earth, ver.7,8.)thar ſuch as theſe ſhould not only 
uvarter;burt wholly Lord it in-oar houſes, command what 
they pleaſe ur bed and boord whileſt 'they ſtay , and 
rake away the reſt ar parting ; itis an hard calc (we 
think) to- hear and bear the laſhes of ſuch rods,bur what 
is it coprovoke thar God to wrath, that might juſtly tum 
us out of 'our houſes into; hel the fame houre , well, 
it is-his mercy weareonthis fide of ir; though for the 
preſent likely ro be overwhelmed with milſerics, yet mef 
our uncircumciſed bearts relent, accept of the puniſhment,and 

acknowledge thereisacauſe. - > / 

; ©  Burtharis notall ; we muſt pur the finger upon the 
3- ſore place, and ſee and ſfay,There is this cauſe for it, {o 
Cony th that now: we are: come to:rthe:ſecond branch. of Infor- 
robbing and mation, £0 take notice-of rhoſe robbing and - ſpoiling 
ſpoiling as, ſins,which we ſhall finde coucht inthe words, and re- 
fertothoſethar are ſpecified: in the contexr,, and com- 
plained of in this Prophefie as fins - moſt intrinſecally 
croſſeto the Covenant; theſe muſt be ſingled our,or we 
ſhallnot, know | where to begin or where ro gd in the 
duty of humiliation, Briefly therefore (becauſe generals 
work not {ſo well in publique acknowledgements ) we 
Genera nibil Areto peciall - points ar 4 
a ' Jooked roin 


nnd 


groan y 
Erck.re 22. fall us, Now,tho -it'were fitting pra frer ſhould 
24:25:26, de dilcoveredrothe full, yer beingin haft T can bur ſhe 
veu.32.47. themata running 'view(as he thar paints! our an Army 
ofcnemies at a diſtance ,:rhinks ir enough” ro ſhew the 
heads of ſome Commanders inthe Van , together " 
| che 
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herops of their colours,andpoints of their ſpears)ſothis 
Gar T ſhall ſay concerning thefe.muſt faſfcero Gonjetu re 
ofthe reſt that you may meet within the conflidt. - _ 
;For the general, takein ourGoſpel {tns rhar fight againſt 
the remedy,and lay a people open to wrath without « co- 
vering,7o 15.22.Now have they ({aics Chriſt) no coverang 
fortheir {in, having refuſed _ him on , who was the 
white-rayment,which he counſelled them to. buy for thar 
purpoſe, Re. 3.19. W hena people are ſo high-mounted in 


— 
———L_ 


IF, 
Golyel lins. 
Rom. i 3.ult, 


the ſcat of the ſcorners, tharthe moſt prerious treaſures of PAl.:.:. 


the goſpel, & the dreadfulleſt terrors of the law,are belcht 
out of their mouths into cuſtomary oaths and imprecati- 
ons(viz.)Asthey hope tobe ſaved,or Dammy if wo do 
notthat which they never intended; when men make no 
betteraccomprt of faith,then to ſwear by irt,and of Repen- 


ies,when theſe-graces of the new Covenant are tram- 
Sakbnder feet,and blood of the Covenant accounted as 41 
unholy thing , when they crucifie ro themſelves the 
Lord of life 3 if Grace and Salvation ir felfe be thus 
abuſed and turned into wantonneſſe, who or -whart ſhall 
ſeve them from the wrath to come ? This we find to be the 
on gmplaine of this Prophet againſt this people in 

Stiwve,a warning giventhem 60. years before the rob- 
bers & ſpoilers were fully let in upon them;given indeed, 
but not raken,till they had ſcoft away their God and 
Covenant, their liberties and lives, and:came-to lie 
under the fury of his anger and ftrength of battell. 
Ne:ttothelſe were the ſins of choſe, whether Priefts or 


pentance,then to ſcoffe at it asathing hidden from their 


Heb.6. 19. 


2, 


Prophets,which were by their office neereſt to God,'and 5. nary ſins. 


ſhould-bavebeen fartheſt from provoking him. When it 
cameto paſſethat the ſins-of theſe (ſetting aſide their per- 
nll agerayations)were the ſame for number and nature 


wich the baſeſt of the people, che ſame pride and pro- 
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phaneneſſe, 
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— ASwmin precehed.at thelate Faſt 


ur. | phaneneſſe; che fame corathty, and: covetowſmeſſe', the ſame 
exceſſe, and uneleanueſſe; 8c. and;by:theſe means ſo ſtreng. 
thened the thandsof rhe wicked, that they came forth 
;n- a full ſtrengrh ro. make: a: Covenant with death 2nd 
hell, and to: break al Bonds:and:Covenants with.God, 
ir was then hightime: for Gad to. look re his honour, 
being (in earneft)Yriven from the place where his 
honeur dwelt, whict: be! was; reſolved to vifte with a 
yen .the firſt-place: he began: wivhall., ©zck. 9. 6. 
-3-3+ Ix were r0o-largetoibring inthe feverall com- 
plaints put. inſt-rheſe: Sar ſinners. by thoſe 
of theirown: Tribes; Wolves:and: Maſttves.may be a- 
like in-hair-and'colour; burdiffermuctii incheir-reſpedts 
tothe fold; che one watchesover:itfor; good, the other 
for a miſchief; vhisrhe Lord faw; and rhereforeasthere 
ws: wo remedyuahen the had people abuſed tbe: 200d Prophets, 
2 Chron.36. fo when the-bad:Prophets abuſed: the good 
ov! wal there was. no remedy bur raine ; God cals:in: 
allthe robbers and: ſpoilers.” round abowt; to make: 4. prey of 
Prieſt and-Proplecimt £ caſe, Ef:.5 6:9. 19;11,12. 

2R 3o Such I mean whereby:Pmeftand- people joyn'd band: 
> Zpidxmical in hand togerher, to make'a-faion: of hell ſtrong © 
=: power both: the wordandfivord gyhenit 
iſtraresand Miniſters(Gods. 

farehfull «$9095 Ar e'ro- make; a confiderable 

parry to deal) with theke.ghen noremedy,burthis £ 

ns Sealy pat prays ever amps 

us) whenthoſe Prieſts were the only men of worſhip. 

that could filencetheir brerhvencics a Lordly rone , and 

ourtly ſeoffe. As Ameziabidid , Ames 5.11. 0 rhowmen 

| Ants wx w4y,09. whenthele could by an Arbirra- 


NIAES/EE' rownzcpeace wirhs the power of godli 
wdfolemn ole: Sermons diſcourſe the prople into gy" 
b . j F | ; 


Jer. 33.24, 
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of wincapdfrrongdrink Mich. 2.11.(as ours did intowhit- 
fon- Ales-Lords-day:ſports Jand this ſopleafedrhepeople 
tharthey were reſolved(as moſt of ours:are)/to engage 
cheir lives; libertics,co maintain theſe pleaſing devorions; 
this che Lord ſaw,then(and we may ſee now)to be an 
horriblerhing, vid.ler.5 wlt. An horrible thing, ec. ſhall 
Ingt viſit ſaith God for theſe things, &c. Yes, doubtleſſe 
inthis'very waythat he now:goesin,tolerin therobbers 
andſpoilers., and rels what they ſhall doe, v. ' #7. cat up 
hy harweſt,thy flocks and heards,oyc. 
More particularly;the deſpiling | of -Godsword and _ 
ſengers, daredtheLarg 'ro fpoil chew.” Davial could yora aefpi- 
\dono Jeffe in point 'of honour, then pour our the fu- fg fn. 
\xyof his anger: and ftrengrh of barrell-upon: the Ammo- —_ | 
wes , when his gracious meſſageand meſſengers were ſo 
ſhamefully intreated ; and wharremeidy bur ruine tothar 
echarſhaldealrhus with cheirGod? This ſpoil'dal, 
oughr inthefimalLplunder'uponthar ſtare. 2/Chrox. 
36.26-and ſo doubrieffe ir will-upon ours, if nortipre- 
vented; when a people ſhall fo far under-value the-word 
nd'Minifters;rhar eirherthey-arcinor heard arall , -or 
(@hict:comes all coone): for: meer cuftbme , rhe audiro- 
tie cick&c<inorchrongedaccordingas times and'per- 
ſonsare pleaſed; 'iwhen we ſhall make-ameerthorow-fare 
of :diviſeordinances; and rakethem-in the 'way:ro- our 
ne fits und ipleaſares , Feaſts amd Fairs., as the Lord 
intimates with complaint, #.33-31,32. 'whenmen ſhall 
comewiththe ſame affections to the Temple:as to a-ta- 
vetn, call 'for wharchey ipleafe., and like noughr bur 
what they calbfor!! Thus didrheſe;as this rhe ary ona 
Plaitis ,!E{. 40. 910,71. Propheſic 30 'ws pleafing things: 
te Fwd Prophets.could we in-conſ{cjence 
dogburroldthem of theirſowr grapes: & bitter chuſters,they 
flungrheſe reports into their faces'with tpilignation;Aud 
1 . [4 
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added this above all, to thruſt thews znto corner s,v.20. it ns 
Lemertorum ei t;rme forthe Lord to pay them in their own coin , and 
emeres deal with them as they dealt with his ſervants , and le 
quihas cerum them ſee. how good it was to be {nared in holes, andpri. 
vulaere c74 ſon houſes,v.22, how they liked bolts and chains, ([an- 
—_ "wp ef ders and fcoffs;this had they done to men of the-moſtno- 
19, ted abiliry and fidelity in Gods work , and this ſuchy 
| provoking and ſpoiling fin, that God reades their doom 
in the: Prophets curſe ,. /er.18:20,21,22. the very: judg- 

ment inthe text. _ 

5, ' Addeto this their dalliance with God in holy per: 
Self-dcceiying farmances, wherein they yere content to be colily, to 
/ig2, God would value their ſervice at their: own-rate ; they 

_ couldtalk of thauſands of Rams, and ten thouſand river 
oy1, but if God had took them ar their word, & told th 
that: he required theſe things ar. their hands, he ſho 
have been charged as an hard Task-maſter, impoſing im- 
poſſible ſervices:But when{in ſtead oftheſe warn thoughts, 
which he could nor think of with patience, /er.4.14+)hc 
requires real-duties;#0 dsjuſtly,love mercy,cwalk lowly with 
their God, here they ſtarted off like broken bows drawn 
beyond their ſtrength ;- their faſtings and prayers, kv 
vices and ſacrifices, were ſuch noiſorme formaBeies, tha 
the Lord ſtarts off from them as ſo many dead and rot 
ren carkaſſes, thar-had neither life nor ſoul in tem, pro- 
feſſes his loathing deteſtation, E{c-1, from 123. to 21- 
And whereas againſtthis they pleaded,thatGod did them 
not right,in- not-regarding and rewarding his own 0r- 
dinances, E/.58.4.he there turns them in-fide our-fideto 
the world, and lets them know, they were not the fervi- 
ces. hedifayowed, bur the hypocritical& ſuperſtitzous ad- 
ditions,the formal performances, for which he threatens 
not _ to loath-them , bur his own ſanctuary which 
Was ted by them, Fer.7.12+14+ and. reſolves to de- 
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ftroy all their wiſe contrivences, whereby. they decei- 
ved themſelves; abuſed the world, and provoked him 
to wrath; Z/ai/29.14. Mark what a/plundering youth, 
what 4 metcileſſe robber and ſpoiler he ſends'in apon 
them, for rhis very ſim, Eſay 10.5.'0 Afſyria,the rod of my 

;T will ſend them againſt an hypocriticall nation, 4 people 
jr. wrath. 


- Laſtly, that which ſealed upthe Ephah, was their A- 6. 
poſtalie, ſtarring off fromthe holy Covenant, and from G4. acſcriing 
the pretended hears of rheir firſt love, A linneſooften | 
fea and threatned,that the wes m_ as Wea- 
of fpeakiug , 'as rhe le of hearing Gods com- 
pine inthis caſe, chneedtjve ti Lord in/pity:co his Pro- 
phets, and diſpleaſure ro this people; gives themadil- 
charge, cither- of praying for them; Terem. 14. 10, IT. 
or preaching ro them, Hof. 4: 17. Lit ther alone, ſaith 
God, (4:4:) they-are joyn'd to: their idols', »wedded' to 
their wayes, and it'is in vainto forbid thebains berween 
themand their new-choſen deities, let them rake their 
courſe, T' ſhall reckon with them once for all. Thething 
that grieved him, was their forwardneſſe ro ſtrike Cove- 
nants, and their readinefſeto break them. Inthermnes of 
their re@ming Magiſtrates,/( when Piery was in faſhi- 
onat Courr ) then they will wade through bloud ro ger 
tothe Templc,their cancel'd covenants ſhall be renewed, 
new Covenants ſealed and ſubſcribed, yea heaven 
dearth ſhall be- called to witneſſe, what” faſt friends 
hey were-to God and their guides. hands, and ſeals, 
oaths, and all that could be ſaid and done to make 
furework, and allthis laſted very hot, ( how long 2) for 
og grne, whileſt the ſword was at their throats, 
the pe ilence in their houſes, :the famine in the fields; 
{olong, and-not much longer, vide Pſal.87. 34,35. When 
be-flew them., they-ſonught him, &c. This provoked the 
WE - E 3. Lord i 
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ſeem to fadge, and rhento fail him; ora ſuror ro lay 
his. beloved acceptof -aring,-and break a : piece of gold 
andthentodeceivettuſt; this gavils warſe then if then 
had been « churliſh refuſal! nn. 59 Thefirlt 
and fuddain diflike of a man is imputedto ſtrangeneſſe, 
bur a diſlike npon knowledge charges the party repudiz 
ted with unworthinefſe; in'this cafe, all kindes of revoly 
aregrievous,bur thoſethatare reiterated are-inſufferable, 
So to know Goils Name, and not v0 truſt him, is 2 deſert 
with « witneſſe, which he takes:ſo unkindly, thar ifthe 
whole flaming Armyot his wrath can expreſſe the fury 
of his anger and jealdufit,-the;provaking 'party-in the 
caſemuſt Jook'forit. It: wasforrhis tharthie Lord diſco 
vers ſo. much paſhon by his Prophets , and tells them, 
their deſolation ſhould be ſo great, that-orher Nations 
ſhould raiſe the wonder,and day .:ihereforc hath theLanl 
ama; to thi great City:?; Why, what had he pare 
vide Ter. 2.2. 7. Preparedideftrejers (norgreaponleſſe,but 
well rme4, ablc and reſolved, inor onelyroabritge chem 
of their fuell, (which-we now:-findeto be-a great ſtrait 
bur.ro make fuict-of their -fareſt houſes , and then 
give rn 7. nm wnes whatwas done , wits, Becasſ 
they have forſaken the Covenantof the Lord their God. 
Tothefe mighrbeadded many more,bur theſe enou 

eolet us knowthat when God'gives ups people to 
bing and ſpoiling, .chey would Diilook inwards, andif 
they finde nor theſe-finnes making way for this jude®- 
ment under which weuffer, let/rhem argue'rhe caſe 
with'the Fudge of all:che word, andiplead with him; 


tharhe werks 'not-by*prefident; bur if they finde rheſe 


inthis caſe, chea to-feethe Sunrifing w_ 
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Eaſt, and parting! forward like! a Giant int bis-wonred 
courſe, untill he {ets inthe Welt, which being ordinary, 
1s not ordinarily regarded: Bur thoſe amongſt 6s that are tinge poric 
wiſe, and would be glad to knaw ( what's a elock by our qgirn 
Diall)-how ourtime goes, itis Grring they ſhould'ob- 13. ,; 
ſerve it, and to OS are called} inthe laſt place, 
beingnow come tothe confideration required,, partly b 
way of 20+ copay.” boy crogacy the RY —_ 

e,partly by a levere 0b) on, arging it: asrhe 
4 rnndinh in Tacob-umd! Iſrael, who-though' he. 
mere ſet upon by robbers, and pom, yon he was not 


g'd;; yea they came novlike mehe night; pre- 
DR ltcomplaints and-iiceou ;/bur'c mk LY 
ſuch warning as they did, thewonder is, thar God hears 
not-of them cither by. outcries, or at teaſt-by ſighes and 
givans;, this movesthe-Lord by his Propher here, roex- 
preſlehimſelf withthis wonder inthe preface, and cotn+ 
po pnenloſars of the: words, Tet he kneom is moo; yet 
I nos. ul CN A TIE 
nd wasnotthis ___ robe: rob'd, and fpoil'd, 
end not to know:'it'* The Propher ( Hvf.7. 9 ) thought cc, 
t ſtrange; Fhet ny here' and. there" wpen. 
thew; y wot k row: it; that theve ſhould be art ſym: 
1/28 ys evidences of a declining. Seate; and' leyince 
it, bat ro have the death-ftroaks', and cokens of 
Godswrath uponthem, and nor romindeir; tobe fired 
rundabourand:fcorclt,and ro-be inſenfbleofallthis:'* 
I thzewere any thimg left of the: man, or che beaſt, in 
US| - it could nor be bur they muſt feel iras beaſts, 
rn irasmen; and dou erin ner 
laſs: x0; Hiecerttiern nicnciiectioy hl; flow 
bis ficlen 7 hind Pu bis fire. Thi +. + =" 
how 2? | confuſed ly they. did;, buri compoſed[y they i did 
Xt; they knew  whac ayted then well-cnough, _—_ 
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A Sermon preached at the late Faſt 


their ſinne was', and what their ſuffering was, i» {ce 
diviſs, butto pur theſe together, in ſenſu compoſito, a5 the 
cauſc_ and effe&, andto lay them foto heart as Godre. 
quired, this they did not. 

.- Ardrhisfſeal'd up their miſery,and layes rhem befor 
us, as the fad patterns, and preſidents of Gods wrath up 
on a brutiſh people, that onely knows he is angry, by 


not why, This he takes to hearr, becauſe they did ng, 

and gives us ro know, that 
3. Doftrin, ' God takes it ill, when ſinnes and ſufferings are wot right 
| ly put together, ' and his meaning known. _ 
Briefly, theſc things were written for our admonitiog 
ſo much-the Prophet implies in the preface, whereke 
lifes uphis voice to this purpoſe, that poſterity may het 


him, verſe 23. Who will hearken and hear for the timti 
come ? Or if that; reaches nor home to.us, the Apoſtle 
rakes it from him, and ſtretches itevenro our dayes, and 
beyond, 1 Cor. 10. 6,10. Now theſe things were our enſat 
ples, and arewritten for our inſtruttion and admonition, uit 
whom-the ends of the world are come + So that unleſſe wt 
- meanto be made pillars of ſalt, to ſeaſon ſucceeding ge 
OI we _ ro DART TIF roo 

ers let.us rake es by others, and bgggnade wi 
ar the beſt hand,: and pe rate we: can My chis pur 
polegive me leavero-purt home the ſerious confideratio 
55 DP . of theſe things premiſed, and: lay theny to heart, 851 
keg yoke ſacone duty which the Lordcalls for ar.our hatds, 
opencd in fire Nath {Et apart this day'to pur forth the acts of it, beily 
As, 7:3; indeed ſuch a work of the day, as: will imploy alli 
. aw and faculties of the ſoul, and is to be expreſtit 
| clpeciali acts; Which I ſhall-briefly open to you, tt 
+: x, he; clenting! of [the eruch ; and. ſo. faſten it upoti yo 
\ An Afata na ph ori application ::As firſt Ciaplins, \,, 
" badgemer, 57” Aft 47h: 8f: BÞe/ 1, gment,' commonly called the 9” 
US%1 y"- _ 
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ing of a thing, when the —— is ſeen in irs of- . 
fice, to weigh things aright inthe ballance of the San- , ;/ APE? 


yt 


cuary, and judges of them nor according to appearance; ag _ 
þut-with righteous judgment , layes the prom neon 

ſcale; andthe judgment in another, and never give$ over 

untill ir hath the juſt weight of what God hath done, 

and we have ſuffered. Thus David, thar-ar firſt had na 

more {ciſure* bur ro caft his finne into the ſcale inthe 

proſſe, 2 Sam. 12.13. 1 have ſinned, comes at better 

eiſure to weigh it more diſtin@ly, Pſal. 51. 3. I know 

mine iniquity, c. ( q.d.) now I know whar I have done, 

and what I deſerve to ſuffer.' This the Seripture calls 

The returning of aman to himſelf, as Chriſt expreſſes it in - 
thecaſe of the prodigall, thar had loſt himſelf, by noe 
confidering his wayes in his heart, did at length rerwrne Luke 15 17, 
to himſelf, Nordoube bur before his return-he knew what 

bisfolly was , and felt his miſerie ,- and hunger, (and 

ſodidthe ſwine he fed ) but when helaid cheſerogerher, 
andconſidered what his father was, and minded his re- 

turn, then'was he uncharm'd from his ſwiniſh difpofi- 
tion,changed in the _ of his minde; andhethatis nom s.;. 
broughtro this, may be ſaid, 't0: lay things to heart,” 

2. Am of thewill, which isthe firſt choſen princi- 2. 
ple, (My ſonne give me thy heart ) "and the firſt chooſing An AR of the 
principle, whereby we: chooſe what to do, or ſufferin a" 
ſtrait, commonly called , .a reſolution upon a debate, 
when itzevills we chooſe the leaſt, and in-good things 
the beſt. Thus David in the choiſe of three evills of pe- 
mlty , chooſes the leaſt; and Paul in a ſirait between 
twogood things, chooſes the beft, andinthisdelibera-, - 
tion, ray be-{aid to lay it 'to heart : According to the a4 aprus 
Wilemans adviſe, - (Prov. 4: 25,26.) after the pondering x&#+ _—_ 
of our paths,ts look-uponthe tight way,and pitch there. Nt Anke, x 
Thus did not theſe do, and; _— were rather wy Jer- 2 8,9. 
a4! ” Tncen 
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| " theyniſe, 3s the ach upbratds rhem by the ian 
Jer#68, tures. They: Gand-not ro-deliberato- whether they wen 
beſt ies and ſuffer; or return. and be ſaved, butther 
they lie like ſo mapy:blocks, under arwo-handed Saw, 
(the robbers,and {pg ons if God will fnaech themlite, 
many fixe-brands ck ihe fire, well and good , if nat, 
there thay; lie ready to. bo ſawyen andelefr aur for the firs, 
{moak and:ſmorher; out ina caralefſe neglect : Comma 
to this, is afaire w willingly 750% 58 and refolwed 
on, twiflee-from the-wrathtocome. 
hana 3 35 {8-479 the affecdions, as ſorrow, grieh, care, &e 
di EA 66 {ad and palionare mexcare ſaidro lay chingsw 
| heart, 25.we- finde it expreſbto thelife, in Zuch. 12.19, 
11,124; Whore: they rake: thamſelves-aparr, every famely 
4h4:t, ang. perſon. apart; and look: upon; himamham thay hut 
LLXEEA, Ag. A bad-lirtle deſerved. this arr 


t ov pos nome 
© ENS Frm which al 
. &.' 688k ICNges reurnt 
an As vn ricking 6f :thebearts: when the judg cement = 


mogunRd, reeds ED ſelf nay ence 
oft ie 2} takes G ; partiagainlt 1244 DR judges, 


bal otter ty inch felf, ſmireup; 

[end bn compnn o Jet Bphraes caſe, whe 

Jer.31.18,1 complaining) of his: own foul mifdemes 
5+ nas; AhL wasanwwwed =itifex, therefore 4/hawmed nd 
cefaredel chin of: his: -yourlifall miſcariag es. This 


dſo rem, 'to- heart, any: _ 
wy a fon 5/oirg whe clring of bi 4h 
= Jes. mhat mira. 47" ne che 


EO I and grvee's 
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bis difcharge,andabſolorion inthe next words, Noton- 
me beaſt now, bur hb dear ſowne, and pleaſant childegver. 
;- So rthar when the ſoul is brought to this t 
thi the 119 works up6the conſcience, more m the fg 
fering doth uponthe outward tan, and can my $5 
God In his righreous proceedings, as Bzradi inthe 
behalf of this people, that after all char theſe robbers, 
46d ſpoilers had done to fore could ſay; verſe 3. Afees 
all that is come npon us forronr evill deeds, and our greit-x...,.:;. 
mf aſe ; Than 0 God ; haſt paniſhe ſhed tz leſſe eurkah row 
erve; {0 when our conſcience is rightly infotmed, 
by laying our finme and ſufferings rogerher, char God 
ah ow: us nothing but right; ahd in weighing the 
aſe do/ſo- dererrmine ir, that paſſion vets not the upper 
hand of dut reaſsn;to ſay,O how ſevere hath God been ! 
But,0 how rude and heh was I, and its that point a beaſt | 
_ 73. When judgement isthus brought to viRory, 
Gods proceedings are clearly difcernsd, andour de- 
ferrs ily acknowledged, arid cheright uſe made of 
all, chen are cheſe rhitgs righely laid to heart. 
. AR aff of the memory , whereby we recall things 5. 
ff and nd well-nigh loſt; itt therutttalts and con- An A of the 
ſions and fears,(which are no friends to = memory.” 
nom but _ we canfuth into _ fixed = : 
without atiy r roving and watt an = 
them clofe OpdrNe to nub 2 g00d refute of a thes 
the heart takes fire, as David exprefies; P[d. 39.3. He 
was fain to bring \niarly ſeatter'd afid corifivſed thoughts - 
ther, before he could work the tight conſideration 
upon his heart ; As he ther ferches fire from 
the Sane with 4 burnins->)afe ; garhers the ſcatrer'd 
beans into/d narrow one and thaw tu hold chem 
fiut, befots the mienter willrake fre ; ſorhetermuſt bee 


Ind pins taken to reeotied ſaeicies of oldion 
Sy F 2 Gods 


Zach.sz 13. 
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EC,16 ult, 


Jex.12,31, ; 


{Sermon preached at the late Fu 


Gods patr,and as many forgotten injuries on Our pang, 
andwhen theſeatc brought together by a faithfull aggf 
the memory ;, thenithe duty works kindly: This Day 
calsthe examining owr heart upon our beds, Pſal. 4.4. the 
Prophet Zeph:2.12: cals ſifting and ſearching over and 
again;(ſo the words would be read) Excutite vos , iterm- 
gue excatite; Let us fift and ſearch our wayes, ſaith Jeremy, 
Len.3.49,A duty which the Lord ſeriouſly looks for of 
all thoſethar-enter covenant with him of better obedi- 
dence, and promiſes thar he will beſtow it upon his own, 
one of the firſt graces he gives inthe new covenant, as we 
find Ezck. 36. 31. Then fhall you remember your own evil 
wayes, and doings, that wore not good, cc. And loath 

ſelves in your own eyes for all your iniquities;@c. Lay theſe 


. thingstogether, and we may be {aidto lay them 0 hean, 


more then this God requires nor, and leſſe will not ſerve 
the turn. Therefore charges home the negle&t of this a; 
one ofthe main cauſes why he proceeds on in the ſeverity 
ofhis purpoſes,as we find,7er.12..12.7he ſpotters are contin 
and made the Land deſolate,he grantsthatthe Land mourns, 
and yer Concludes they laid it not to heart,v.1t. - 
Briefly therefore let this be my warrant from Godto 
charge.home this-duty, as ever we look:to be wt of rob- 
bers- and ſpoilers, or {ee an. endof the.-fury. of his anger 
which is not yet turned away, but his handſtretcht owt flill 
Sutely then we may know by that ſad token the. dutyis 
not yer done-which the Lord will have doneby us before 
he hath done with us , he grat s the Laud may mournit 
him, aud yet ns-man lay it to hearts, ſo that there is ſome: 
_—_— to be-done then hath been done yet , which 
we - | doe well roenquire after; and to that purpols 
g2vc 1eaveto yourunworthy remEbrancer in Gods name 
to demand, Is ir done ? orisir not. done © lay yourhands 
onyour hearts, and feeleand anſwer whether rheſe fins 


-——_—— Y 


a "op : : _ 
D. * » > TI. « \ - 


before the EImourable Houſe of Commons. 

* 0” CERNINX A SNP LIU 

premiſed;and this dbfy required have been laid ro: heart, 

doe you know what God hath done and our land hath »,.,,.,y. 
 (ffered fincethis grear breach hathler in the robbers and 


ſpoilers upon/ us © 7 + 4/7 = 
, '"Whataſtrange queſtion(you wil fay) isthisro be pur xeph. 
roknowing men? are the heads of our tribes ſuch ſtrangers 
in Iſrael, as not to hearand know that which makes the 
ears and hearts of onr State to glow andtingle'? donor 
they know whar multitudes of menand ſums of money 
have beenlaviſhtandloſtamongſtrobbers and ſpoilers? 
"what hopefull plants of our Gentry, and Nobility roo, 
have been either cankredor cropt off in the bud 2. what 
' deadly fewds are dayly increaſed berwixrt family -and fa- 
mily, as if tinage and language were to be'confounded ar 
once? Can'dther -Nations-ting of this, and ours not 
know it 5 Canrtherhreats of rhe fons of violence andthe 
criesof the fed ſcatterthe noiſe of this like ſo much 
rempeſt-and rhunider, and we not hear of it-2 + 
- Truegthis1sto hear of it by rhe ear, (and perhaps at an Ayſw. 
uncertain ſound)as many doe that-having taken reports 
 upontruſt, make it marter of diſcourſe ,.others of 'gain, 
_ andſome make it-matter of wit and ſport, as if fools were 
leaiOnalle ina Tragedy, andmight have leave to throw 
darts,and-ſay, Am I not inſport? Shall I praiſe themthat proy. 36.19. 
doethis, orghoſe amongſt us that like and ſuffer this s I 
praiſe you not. 'Are Nationall robberies ſuch light.mat- 
ſcrs;;thas: Nationall Mercuries may have leaverto jeaft 
uponithem 2: It vas not the Apoſtles mind, but the Co- 
ritthians Levity, to ſuffer fools gladly, 'It' ſatisfies not ro * ©2#1119: 
lay;xhat the Court ſer the kingdome or city on works 
and that the. foole muſt-be anſwered according to his fol ; It proy.z6.g. 
Were.ſafer far to.ler that folly ref in the boſome where it firſt 
an, and nor to {ufferthoſe (that ſhould be wiſer) to 
fight with the Devillat his own weapons, when doubr- 
5] F3 leſle - 
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| leflehemwill havethoods andrtholaft bloiw: ] hope a word 


R eply. 

Plus valtt 0th 
latus Teflis 
q"am aurits 
Necems. 


5 *% 


Anſm. 


"3 


inthis will beefhough tothe wiſe: that know this is ug 
the way to ley theſe ings to the heart , by tickling thera 
with them ; nay, grant we heard theſe things with the 


-. rightear, yet1is nottharenoughto'wark home this duty, 


for the car may hear morethen the eye ſees, and what the 
ee ſees not (we lay ) thr heart rues not. | 
Yea,bur ſome ot us(you may ſay)are morethen ear wit- 
neſles of theſe things; we have ſeen with our eyes enough 
to make our heartsake; we have ſeen' whole Troops and 
Regiments of as brave and daring menas the carth bear 
any (luch as would have made our common adverſary 
tremble rofeertheir courage(or fury rather) acted in other 
kingdomes;)Theſc have we ſeen ro burchereach orherin 
their own countries , ſoyling theirJand with their om 
blood; as if they meanr ro make n'plentifull harveſt for 
the grear deſtroyer,we have ſeen goodly Lordfhips plun 
dered and fitedupon noprearer ;bur becauſerher 
6wixers could not defend then, Yea, we have ſeen whole 
towns(upon the like quarrell)ſtorm'd and ſarpriſed and 
fired,becaufethe wants duſt nor,or could not be 
x coſt and charges to keep themſtlves fafe within their 
own wals, theſeacethingswehave not taken pon bar. 
report, bur our eyes(the rruſtieſt ſenſe of all rhe reſt)have 
ſcentheſe things and can ſpeak then feelingly ; « theſ 
this have hard with ow ears, and our eyes have ſeen rhow.” 
' It maybe foroo,& yer foralthiis theſethings mayne 


|  behidrothe hennt;itis true indeedithe ſeeing oye and he 


ring tart are bothuhe gift of the Lord, Prow.16.12. but this 
implies what is faid elfewhere, thatthere isaneycrht fee 
mot',' and ay that hears not; ud yer both wide open, and 
facha5cantate im ounds anc! ighes very realy; 9 
what if there ſhoutd be ſuch” amongſt ws/ £00, char Huſt 
heard, ſeett as nuclvas* can be' ſpoken or heaed,, and * 
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hereby ore tories \; cindfniſh tables with 
the fadxelations of theſe things: 0 Sirs, as eatitlg' is not 
healch,and drinking is not , bur rhe means to: 
procure both; fo rhe heari ccing of theſe things' is 
nor properly: the layi = Ik the way and 
means,with:Godsb ,todocir; the Prieſt and Le- 
vitetharpaſtby the: wounded rravellerin the'Goſpel;may* 
no rr not con ro-ſexrhs bleeding fpeRacte; but =6 
» bur.se-was a his -good Samhati- 

eanthat ers lar his caſe to hearr,thar laid hint' uport 
his beaſt; poured ople and wine into his wounds , and 
lefrhimmor- © hafork ſome hopesof! 

- And.hath nor our Srro-donethis-tooas Fares in thei Reply.” 
165.2 theyzook full information of our:com-- 
mon calamities? fare: out many” a ſad day- and: ns | 
month, and-ſome-years;ro conſult upontheſe $, arid 
0able fora needro g oadworkdniagoiaje _— 
quaitersthis<r ſtormy; whe firtblown ja upo 
whatunhappy.conſtellarionsandeonjunttions: are oheſt 
tobe theſecond cauſes, whardammage' it. er done by 
Seannd Land? Yea, they cant tell what: goodl 
this ood end l polled, and on — CR war 

ditzhes it/hath 613, > good ood for- riothing- bur ro 

Efes: Itva word they can ghefſe he have beer 
Femaryey: loſers by this ſorry bargain. 

"And rrulythis isworrhthe-knowing, the bleſing'of hint” Anſw. 
thet dwelt. in he $1fh/be their cloud by day and pritar of fere'by Elay 44+ 


%5ht that heir —_— may bediredted and protected” 
tljudgement. brro vidory:. Itis good lextitng 
toknow Grds wages inche whirkewens; ; rhe-ourgoi ng of fs: 


dilpteaſacein the-offss; and happyrhey” chat can-rinke 
goodramage-of thery (0, bu appier+ rey that ktibW 
then intherightcauſcs : ale are wiferhar. know how 


where cheſo ſid diſtractions degurr) bur they _ 
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D —_— 3 4.1 - its Gn ES PS >. C 
W ow * DOES. 5 KN pert 3 $ _ 
ky -- = 
£ Ly ww = 
* y A &S > 


4. <%- 
ue NG 
—_ Y 


4 
_ 


- end. F , , : - » < if; gl " 
nA * _ 3 S. \ <a, CY 4 bt 4 _-, la G 2 "=-" & — 
3 *, ' = 2, 7 * . oy 6. eLSPx 6 5 . - 3% \ ; & \ 
p D \ -_ ] # 
2 . 
" a. Hi. - k % 
: 2 ol 
a _- a : \ ' —. 
— —_ a | | 
F : af * F T . 4 9 % " - ; 
- : *.+ he 4 d | 
; l w | 
5 - $$ + .% | , 
" . : | - . 
» A _ "4 4 


Jer.143. 
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ſer that khow wherethey willend,and pur forhall with. 
inthem:to be ſerviceable in that work.” It is:good thay 
theſe things be laid ro the bead; andrhat there are ſome. 
ny. able; heads 'to whom they: are- now -entruſted Bye 
whenthey are brought from the heads ro the hearts of 


- our State, then Godhath his end,and ifhis ends and our; 


ſhall be 


t 


traubles.:: © 


_—_ 


ildren; Families and goods,G&c. as-the courſe oftheſe 
timescanlafully afford, if we can bring our ſelvesto 
logknpwgheſe 25if not conſiderable (as Phinehu wile 
op theciſtreſſed families inour Kingdonie , chat 
fain to faſt upon.other. 1eams then we doe, becauſe 
TOREvE | 
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the robbers and ilers have takenaway their childrens 
bread, if we now z lictle hunger could be'more 
pinche with the thought ofrheirs, or beholdingrthe fad 
countenances. ofeath other;could berrail then all fight 
oftheirs ſiting inſad or forlorn poſtures; either in rheir 
es or(which Parr parr echo under __ _ 
ungryan ons;O 1t were 2 brave Plal.119.1! 
ritindeed that could in this caſe un-Lord or un+Kni Fol Seng: > eos 
kimſelfein his heart fora while, as good Nehemiah did, 22G hough 
who had wine 4nd oyl enangh to make a glad heart & - (month crew was 28: 
avg ig mn 9 LO is more —_—_ _ _ He cd: 
amongſt us cah boaſt preſent 'Nt 
nw pead moore rem hug ifali chis 0 
was black and-dark wichhim whileſt the (& ;,. c.1;. 
pulchers of his fathers tay waſt; ſurely ic would become quoyue berrew- 
;elltolookupon ourland as a :Ga/gorhs rarher then ©" 
el, _ ſep ratherthenrhouſes; x een that ma 
the nauie of /{aars wels ,""E/eb and Sima; c....c. 
He ad harred,where there hath been'grcar pains taken - 
todig and keep open the fountain of Juftice,and as much 5% #5i ire - 
ſrifeand hatred expreſt to, trouble the waters; if there arg 67 a 
ki pho 5k bur this, it; might make our hearts bleed (or i» criſibur , 
ad {ymphthize with out Stare: This were enough, to *7*-©2.256- 
ſee this repreſeneative body of our Scare, the glory of our 
Nation, £0 be-accompred as a Traytour with the head 
uponghe bloek, ; handofmany a bloodyexecutio- 
ner lifted upto pert the head fromthe body: Whar living 
menbarcan.chuſe burſympathize in this caſe, and'by 
Regt ſhew fe lates it to heart? 
ence our. {elves , ro have as _ 
Pig 1 6 printer aaa] when we'cah lay All judging, 
our hands og-our hearts, and {mire upon-rhe thigh, 
wdiny, It is 1 Lord,1know none(in fome ſenſe)a greater 
delnquent.hen my ſel, if orhers have been Traitours 
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4 .  " AStrmmipreichel atthelact Faſt” 
ro our Soveraigne;:F have been'fo'to his Soveriigns 
| -Lordof lerds; afid King of Kings, one that hath made 
me, W__ creature one Yo bur WE _ a_ 
many ablefling upon me,belonging both to lite and god 
lineſſe my Rath mercy ſtreaming from'the fon: 
tain of grace, mighr: break my heartit it were not Adz- 
mant: They thatcan ſay, and dothis,feelingly and faith: 
fully, may be faid to lay this to heart, 0 
*. 2» | Briithowfaychis be done Briefly 'thus, by-purting 
How do forth ,-and-ſtirring-up-ſome Qs of naturall affeQion, 
Confderwhat which the Eord commands; andicommends Im his own; 
ours ſuffer, andcharges the' contrary as an heathemſb vice: Could 
we to this purpoſe-confider bur theſ&rwo things 


i 
49-4 b 
« 
- ". $44 
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coo _—_ 


Al— 


Sifrater ex, . 


ere f/t- 


ng 2 2 diſtance, to ſee or hear ſome bird; or 
rey,to {ciſe upon the neſt and young, and ſpoil 
all. If rhisbe not the fad caſe of fome of us, it is doubt- 
leſfe of many in our-Kingdom; and of fornevery nearin 
relation tous, and if we could: bur think, what praye!s 
and rears they have, and do put up:for us, and others 
yetin' ſafety, that.we may be kepr. from-their condition, 
ourhearts would melt intotears ro do as much for them» 
| Andrhisisa means ro ſer this paſfiona work. 
' 2+ Whatour fins have contributed totheir ſufferings; 
whoran chools bur tremble, ro ſee his fellowe bleed bs 


YH 


— : 


dit: latins, c. 
quid amentius 
og Aron | 
eſſe,&c.lugent 
cunt, ts le- 


. JT: £48 e5,Oc. Sal- 
and we not lay itto heart © Curſed bethat opinion ef che * >" oeviee, 


Antinomiſts; whoevereither maintins it in his thoughts, 115.s.;.12. 

or takes occaſten ro ftart it in ſo unſcaſonable a time, is ant; 
doubdleſſe a great fatour for hell, and puts poyſon into 

eur wounds, that they may not heal; Are they greater, or 
better then our father Iacob ? Tris recorded of him,that he 2091023 | 
ned ſupplicatids; doubtleſſe then his awn and Net.r 4. 
others fins werelaid to heart, Hoſ. 12, Andifchey think Cy-» 2- 
God fees not any iniquity in his own,for which he isan- 

ery with them, they may do well to read over this Text 

oncemore, and I ſhould think that if rhere were not one 

more beſides this in the Scriptures, this alone were. c- 
noughtoler them know thar he hath juſt cauſe to be an- 

gry, not onely with the finnes, buteven the perſons, 

and prayers of his people, and whenhe is ſo,takes it very 

i, if they take it. not to heart: Atrurh ſo clear, thar I 

am per{yaded, there are few or none amongſt us Antine- 

mans in judgement, and profeſſion , but certainly, 

every remorſeleſſe , carcleſſe ſinner amongſt us is ſuch: 

an one in his practiſe; and to ſuch as theſe I have no E8.4.r,. 
more to ſay but this, as Mordecaito. Eſther, And. do you; 7.51759, 
think to eſcape better then the reſt of the Kings loyall ſub--50,,.. 
jets ? Have you any Charter to ſecure you, and yours Mcnand.zpud 
from the common calamities ? and to enſure you, tha *'** 
neither you, nor yours have any fins to be prayed our of 

the. ſealed Ephah? norany hand in raiſing this ſtorme * 

Well firs, do nor 'ventureto' ſleep under hatches, whileſt 3,nzh x, 


others are ſweating , and tugging to ger the veſlell ro 
\Hfo G 2 ſhoar; 


Did tam per- be 
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ſhoary/hwillbe! in vain forusto! work at: the pump, if 

_ fuchas theſe. ſtop 'northeleaks;[arid all of us wirh one 
ta ug hearr and minde, confeſſe and bewaile our guilr and inte. 
KWuneborun reft inrheſe common calamities. I beſeech.yetherefor 
puts withour anymore. ado, as many.of-us as:meane wellty 
»(ciſti,ftendi= gur own fouls, and love our Nation, ler us yeeld.up a 
jar hoc guerte (Eves £0 juſtice, and accept of this puniſhmenc ;, Forif 


._  niverſtaticin garancircumciſed heirs relent noc;to think whar others 


1 rere5:4” ſuffer, and whar we have contributed rotheir ſufferings 
nembre [unt u- WE have not reachr the main dury inthe Texr, for whuch 
| bs :* the dreadfull'fpeaacieof Gods anger is ſer up, even like 
a pillrof fire, atherro trad is ( if ir may be ) to repentance, 
ever #8 be repented of ;, or it thar may not be, it will make 

us examples ro: poſterity; and it will be wricren of us, az 

ofthefe, That the robbers and ſpoilerswere fent amongſt 
chem, as theavengers of the quarrell of the Covenam: 

bur there were a generation amongſt them,would not be 

leevethar God hadany fuch quarrell againſt rhem ; yea 
Pray were ſome of pou a my = 

$_ yer nes glory 18 God, by acknowledg- 

ng, hewalhag che guilt, and me the puniſh- 

ment; cherefore the Lord poured uponthem the fury of 

his anger, andrhe of baneell, &c. gg - 

.. -. But (lay ſome of theſe looſer ſort) what if we do 

Mar it oor? Ot ? What if we cannot do this © it.is not every matis 
gifr, roput the finger inthe eye forevery ſin, or to have 
, reats ar the fingers end; the task is roo harſh for ſome 
_- Wipe cly ens complexions, and therefore the Phyfitians of 
|  -momb,(ifnor Cburch, and State may dowellto indulge toſome mens 
rene £765) & rempers, that thinkthis remedy as harſh as the diſcaſe 3s 
1 Sam 4.3,4. good( lay they) have Our houſes afire abour us, as our 
» Same. :, Cdnſciences within us andit ispity to over-preſle ſoule 
a 23-L2Mg, and body ar Once zit God rake away Our'ſtares, -we have | 
the lefſero reckon for, and there's an end oftheir cue. 

| | oY iy 
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Say ye: f0.2-but what if God will hothave- iſo 7 he 
Toyo ke is ' now about ſhould work 4 yy 


rin 108, and alearing of your ſelves + bur thetrurh is; 


with, many of -us; 'as with Bankrupts, (rhar had ra- 


it | 

cherbe-ins the. Connter thentheir Counting-houſes } So 
we;as oonenter into hell as into our hearrs, to examine 
what is amiſſechere, rheteforeare reſolved to ler it alone, 
untill God comers reckon once for all : Bur this will be 


2ſadreckoning, and fo we ſhall ſee and fay. if wecome - - 


w be jedred of rhe Lord, and tondemed with the world at 
once , it will be arerrible plea, when God ſhall charge it 
aponany of us, thar he ſpared our lives and libetrries, 
bodies, and __ on purpoſe that weſhonld make uſe 
of theſe forfeired miercies, for his gfory; arid rhepub- 
like good, that we ſhould rurine into the gapupon theſe 


dayes. of publike humiliation, ' and npon our bended 


knees, ſayas E2r149. 8,9, 16. that'we ſhoul& bring forth 
tha which hath eſcaped the fire; andigiveir upto his 


diſpoſing; not reſerving zny thing of oar ſelves,” which 
bewould have us deny for his fake. The miſery of our 


times hath taught ns in our common diſcourſe'to ſay; 
Wecancallnothing our own ; Let us learn ro ſpeak this 
n good eatmeſt. 5 


- Nay then {will ſome ſay ) let hit take ourliyes alſo, 


weſhall never live merry & more, if we come to yoak . 6 


ourſelves to the {tri courſes of covenanting, and refor- 
ming,as good be rob'd, arid 
de hamper'd; and'iferter'd by fach precife, and teligions 
yoals aSare likely to be laid upon us, which neither we, 
nor our forefathers were able ro bear. 


-- To which I anſwer firſt, Berter fo, then be ſuffer'd to - 


ut wilde andloofe into helt. But ſecond! [there is nO 
ſach marter intended; this is the cavill onefy of the ſons 


of Beljall, char had rather take ſantoary'at Fbyve, then in - 


G 3 g rcfor-.- 


tppirc 'by onr enemies, 4s. - 
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z reformed. Churchz;Aſſuredly God intends no bande 
Amantibus for us, but what' willþe. golden, and glorious, even the 
| wes xa cafie yoak of Chriſt, 'hardco'none that have their ſound 
_ 4wbr.is wil, mindes :. It was a yoak to the-young Prodigal, that his 
timeir fell out of his own into the Harlots: keeping, and 
nothing left of ir to keep him, he was brought to think; 
that the yoak of his fathers ſervants was far better then 
his, miſerable freedom: So doubtleſſe,-bythat timequr 
Nation findes (as it .isnow ina fairway, for it ) whatit 
is.to waſte the publique ſtock in. riotous living , and 
comeat length to be beneaththe hopes of borrowing, & 
no remedy but we muſt hire out. our {elyes to thoſe that 
may.feed us with husks ; it is likely-we may be brought 
wag 51 to think our fathers houſe,and: home won 
looking after , where .it is likelyhe ill provide ſome- 
thing beyond the: baſhfull- modeſty of thoſe that think 
our former commons good enough if they may be gas 
gain; butif the Lord provide-berter , and we thruſt of 
our mercy with'a pretended humilicy, ic is poſſible we 
may meet with that check which: Ahaz had for his m0- 
deſty , when.it was conſtrued infidelity and impiey, 
E[. 7. 8.9,10. vs D 
Toconclude; ingot theſe confiderations ,- we cane 
perſwaded toſee andknowthe day of our viſitation, 
the Lord warning us by a burning ſhame, hath brought 
us to thar temper, that it appears.to-himand the world 
that his proceedingsare laid to heart, there js more cont 
fort belongs ro ſuch, thenthe hearris able ro bear, with 
our breaking forth into tears of joy, As it was with 7o/0t Þ 
and his brethren, by that time he hears them lay the fat 
to heart,and ſay, Yerily we are guilty, &rc, the can hold\0 
longer, but mult make known he was a brother ; Sabſ 
. thas time the Lord-Jeſus hears this Church 6,07 
"FARE! 6 *® / (V 


\ 


—— — 


( which :doubrleſſe "is as'idear:to' him), as any-in' the 
Chriſtian world) when he isonce ſarisfied, that we have 
kidehe/quarrell of his Covenant ro-heant, tharwe ex« EY 15.5 
preſſcit.in-our whole courſe, *: mendingourold wayes; Heb... 
4, refolvi 6 ot bewailing 'what'js:Jone, AR: 9: 
= they ds pars and quarrell againſt ourſelves, 
ſome hetan, and will holdno longer from expreſſi 
as much mercy;a$ can'be vxpetet-fromcheaprain of | 
our ſalvation; that” is. conſe} ared to our Earn that 
he might be as merciful,” as'heis'powerfull a»d mighty 
wo ſave. -It is as much as ever he can do to hold his 
hands from ring, and his voice from crying out« 
right againſt thoſe rhat are mounted (as Sa#/ was ) with 
Commiſſions, ro make- havock of the Church ; Theſe 
rods of his fury ſhall be made paſfively ſuch, by that time 
have done his work. 
nthe meantime, he cannothold, neither from whil- 
pering in that comfort which doth belong to the refor- 
med number of 7/r4e/ , even in the next words to the 
Text, Cap. 43-1. Fear not, Iam with thee, when thou paſ- 
[eff thorow the fire, ver. 5. This doth he ſpeak homero the 
Panty in our 1ſrac!, whoſe heart is engaged to be true to 
kim, andeight ſet inthe work of humiliation and refor- 
mation. Donbtlefle, the robbing and ſpoiling by rhe 
ſons of violence, ſhall bur lay us in the way "ms ood 
Samaritan ; the poortraveller in the Goſpel loſt norhing 
yponthe matter bur the Prieſts bleſſing, pens amo as. 
) by that time he was once revived and recovered, 
he knew his friends from his foes, and {0 I hoje (hall 
s we; when the Lord Feſus hath bound up our; bleeding 
wounds, and ſhews himſelf good in his office ro that 
rpofe, Eſa. 61. 1, 2, 3. Then ſhall we be able to ſay, 
AX was good for us, that we have pledg'd our German 


in that.cup which hath gone round in moſt - 
| | the 
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SERMON 


Before the Honourable Houle of 
COMM ON > 
At their Publique F asT, 


Novemb, 29, 1643+ 


27 
VV riLit1am BripGe, ſometimes 


Fellow of Emanuel Colledge in Cambridge , now 
Preacher of Gods Word at Yarmouth, 


_——__ 


RuVE L. 16. Is. . 
Behold1 1 come 4s 4 theef, bleſſed the that watcheth, and heepeth hi 


garments left he walks nakgd,and they ſee bu ſhame. 
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